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America’s efforts to find effective
solutions to its undocumented immigra-
tion problem resulted in a series of
debates at the federal, state, and local lev-

els. These debates revealed the emotional
intensity surrounding the issue and disclosed
divisions in the political and social fabric of
the country, all within the backdrop of a pres-
idential election.

The failure of Congress to move forward
with the development of a comprehensive
national solution to this problem prompted
states and localities to act unilaterally in pass-
ing legislation to curb immigration by penal-
izing employers who hire immigrants,
prohibiting undocumented immigrant access to
government benefits and services, and inten-
sifying enforcement of immigration laws.
These measures generated so much fear and
uncertainty that large numbers of immigrants
simply uprooted, leaving communities where
they had lived for years.

This “immigration emergency” and demo-
graphic shift of the undocumented population
resulted in an expansion of the role of federal
immigration officials from maintaining the
security of the borders to the enforcement of
immigration laws in cities, towns, and villages
throughout the United States. The relocation
of immigrants from farming communities and
predominately rural areas to cities and subur-
ban communities has resulted in a cultural
clash and generated a backlash against immi-
grants, who look different, speak foreign lan-
guages, and do not fit well within the social
and political milieu of communities.

The influx of the immigrant population
into cities and suburban communities has
caused the federal government to reallocate a
higher percentage of its resources to these
areas and to encourage greater cooperation
and support from state and municipal law
enforcement agencies. Prior to 1996, the role

of local police in immigration enforcement had
been limited to such things as sharing infor-
mation, providing back-up support for field
operations, coordinating efforts, and holding
and transferring prisoners. In 1996, when the
Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant
Responsibility Act added Section 287(g) to the
Immigration and Nationality Act, local police,
upon entry into a memorandum of agreement
with the U.S. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS), were granted the authority to
enforce federal immigration laws.

Pursuant to Section 287(g) agreements,
police whomeet the requisite federal training
standards are authorized to enforce federal
immigration law under the supervision of DHS.
Local police are provided direct access to DHS
databases and authorized to initiate the depor-
tation process. This enables local police to
remove serious criminal offenders from the
community more expeditiously and in a less
costly manner by leveraging federal resources
to deport them. Notwithstanding the benefits
derived from Section 287(g), only a fraction of
a percentage of police and sheriffs’ depart-
ments has opted to participate.

There are good reasons for this. Police
chiefs know that to be effective at crime control
in this community-policing era, theymust have
public support. If local police are perceived
as immigration enforcement officers, immi-
grants—both documented and undocumented—
will avoid contact with police because of fear of
arrest and deportation of themselves or a fam-
ily member; 85 percent of immigrants in the
U.S. live in mixed-status families. During our
focus groups, representatives of the immigrant
community told us that they avoided going
outside of their homes whenever immigration
authorities were in town. One mother said
that she would not even go to the store to buy
milk for her baby due to fear of arrest and
deportation.

Foreword



viii | THE ROLE OF LOCAL POLICE: Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties

The reluctance of local police to enforce
immigration law grows out of the difficulty of
balancing federal and local interests in ways
that do not diminish the ability of the police
to provide for public safety, which depends
heavily on public trust. In communities where
people fear the police, very little information is
shared with officers, undermining the police
capacity for crime control and quality service
delivery. As a result, these areas become breed-
ing grounds for drug trafficking, human smug-
gling, terrorist activity, and other serious
crimes. As a police chief in one of the focus
groups asked, “Howdo you police a community
that will not talk to you?”

In order to overcome these obstacles, police
departments should take appropriatemeasures
to improve relationships with immigrant com-
munities. They cando so by learningmore about
the cultures and traditions of immigrants who
live within their jurisdictions. They should
develop the capacity to communicatewith immi-
grantsmore effectively by encouraging officers
to becomemore proficient in Spanish and ensur-
ing that department representatives who can
speak other languages are available. The police
need to pursue these goals so that they can tap
into the wealth of information and knowledge
about things that are going onwithin the immi-
grant community. This in turn facilitates their
ability to control crime, maintain public safety,
and provide meaningful support to DHS in its
efforts to prevent another terrorist attackwithin
the United States.

Local police chiefs recognize the impor-
tance of mutually cooperative and supportive
relationships among law enforcement author-
ities, especially in efforts to remove violent
offenders from communities. They understand
such cooperation strengthens the capacity of
government at all levels to ensure that our com-
munities and our nation remain safe and secure.
Nevertheless, the states, in establishing a fed-

eral government, determined immigration
enforcement to be a federal responsibility.
Hence, the enforcement of federal laws do not
supersede the responsibilities of local police
to enforce state statutes and provide for the
public safety as derived from the police powers
embodied within the reserve clause of the
Tenth Amendment to the United States Con-
stitution.

As the role of local police shifts from a con-
centration on public safety issues to immigra-
tion enforcement, the perception that
immigrants have of police presence changes
from protection and service to arrest and
deportation. Police chiefs must carefully weigh
and balance these divergent responsibilities to
ensure that the primarymission and purpose of
the police department is not compromised by
the voluntary assumption of immigration
enforcement responsibilities. Therefore, the
question for local police is not merely what
they do, but how they do it. To the degree that
police departments can support the efforts of
DHSwithout sending a message to the public
that local police have become immigration
enforcement officers and that contacts with
them could result in deportation, mutual coop-
eration can be beneficial to all parties.

When local police execute the powers of
immigration enforcement officers—as is the
case when they check for green cards at road-
blocks, or stop people for motor vehicle vio-
lations and request documentation or
information associated with immigration sta-
tus—they execute an immigration enforcement
function in contacts with the general public.
As a result, they assume all of the attendant
risks and consequences associated with such
activities. These risks are diminished consid-
erably when the exercise of police authority
does not involve contacts with the general pub-
lic, such as would be the case when officers
are processing prisoners in connection with

Foreword
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DHS to determine whether there are any out-
standing warrants or holds against those indi-
viduals, or when transferring prisoners with
warrants or holds into the custody of DHS.

Finally, local police are part of our nation’s
framework of institutions and organizations
that insure the strength of our democratic
republic by maintaining safe and secure com-
munities. The effectiveness of the police is
heavily dependent upon the nature of the rela-
tionship they have with the general public and
the degree to which the police and commu-
nity are able to work collaboratively to resolve

crime problems. Every effort should be made
to establish a mutually cooperative and sup-
portive working relationship between local
police and the immigrant communities they
serve. Police departments that opt to enforce
federal immigration law should do so in aman-
ner that does not erode their relationship with
immigrant communities or subordinatemunic-
ipal interests to those of the federal govern-
ment.

Hubert Williams
President

Police Foundation
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In recent years, the United States has
experienced historically high rates of immi-
gration.Not only has the population of immi-
grants increased four-fold since the 1970s,

in the last fifteen to twenty years immigrants
have also settled away from traditional gateway
cities and into newdestinations throughout the
country that have had very little experiencewith
integrating new immigrants. The immigrant
population has also grownmore diverse, origi-
nating from all parts of the globe, in particular
Latin America and Asia versus the predomi-
nantly Caucasian European migration of the
early twentieth century. These demographic
shifts have produced racial tensions, particu-
larly in newdestination communities, and given
rise to contentious debate about the nation’s
immigration policies and practices, with long-
standing resident communities demanding that
government—federal, state, and local—more
aggressively enforce immigration laws.

Traditionally, the prevailing view was that
the responsibility for enforcing federal immi-
gration laws was solely in the purview of the
federal government. In recent years, however,
local law enforcement agencies throughout the
country have been drawn into themiddle of the
immigration debate, especially since 9/11,
throughpressure placed on themby their elected
leaders, their communities, and the media to
engage in federal immigration enforcement, a
responsibility that has not traditionally been
part of their organizationalmandate. Beginning
in the 1990s, federal immigration agencies, over-
whelmed by the enormity of the task of appre-
hending, detaining, and deporting the country’s
almost twelvemillion unauthorized immigrants,
launched programs and initiatives to induce the
cooperation and assistance of the nation’s
approximately 18,000 state and local law
enforcement agencies in identifying and deport-
ing unauthorized immigrants living in the inte-
rior of the country. Prior to 1996, these programs

weremostly directed at improving cooperation
between local law enforcement and federal
immigration authorities with respect to crimi-
nal detainees. In 1996, however, Congress passed
legislation expanding the role of local law
enforcement in federal immigration enforce-
ment. Themostwell-knownprogram is theU.S.
Immigration andCustomsEnforcement’s (ICE)
287(g) program, which authorizes federal offi-
cials to enter intowritten agreementswith state
and local law enforcement agencies to carry out
the functions of immigration officers, includ-
ing investigation, apprehension, and detention.
While local law enforcement agencies col-

laborate with federal immigration authorities
in a wide range of activities, most of this pro-
ject’s discussions focused on the ICE 287(g)
program. Police executives have felt torn
between a desire to be helpful and cooperative
with federal immigration authorities and a con-
cern that their participation in immigration
enforcement efforts will undo the gains they
have achieved through community oriented
policing practices, which are directed at gaining
the trust and cooperation of immigrant com-
munities. Police are also concerned about the
impact of local law enforcement of immigration
lawon already strained state and local resources,
and particularly on the ability of local law
enforcement tomaintain its coremission of pro-
tecting communities and promoting public
safety.
With support from the Ford Foundation, the

Police Foundation launched a national effort to
bring together law enforcement agencies, pub-
lic officials, and community stakeholders to col-
laboratively examine the implications of local
law enforcement of immigration laws. Themain
goal of the project was to provide local law
enforcement with a venue to debate and dis-
seminate their perspectives on the issue of their
role in immigration enforcement so that they
may have an influence in the national policy
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debate. A central project component was a
series of focus groups held across the country
that included local police, public officials, and
representatives of immigrant communities and
designed to elicit the perspectives and insights
of those directly impacted by the issues sur-
rounding immigration. The conversations and
questions raised in the focus groups influenced
the development of the agenda for a national
conference in Washington in August 2008, at
which scholars, policy makers, law enforce-
ment professionals, and immigrant commu-
nity representatives from across the U.S.
participated in facilitated discussions and pre-
sented data and research on the issues involved
in the debate. Finally, a short written survey
was distributed to law enforcement executives
who attended the national conference.
Although there were clearly differences of

opinion among the diverse group of law
enforcement representatives participating in
the various project activities regarding the
costs and benefits of local law enforcement
participation in federal immigration enforce-
ment, amajority of police chiefs seem to regard
the costs of participation in civil immigration
enforcement efforts, where there is no crimi-
nal nexus, as outweighing the potential bene-
fits. In particular, many police executives were
concernedwith the impact on the relationship
between immigrant communities and police
and the probability of reduced cooperation of
witnesses and victims of crime, thereby hav-
ing a negative overall impact on public safety.
Theywere also concerned about increased vic-
timization and exploitation of immigrants, a
possible increase in police misconduct, the fis-
cal impact on law enforcement budgets, the
high possibility of error given the complexity
of immigration law, the possibility of racial
profiling and other civil lawsuits, and the effect
on immigrant access to other municipal serv-
ices. It also became clear, despite a healthy

level of debate over specific issues, that cer-
tain recommendations and policy positions
listed belowwerewidely held among the group.

� The costs of participating in the U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement’s (ICE)
287(g) program outweigh the benefits.

� Police officers should be prohibited from
arresting and detaining persons to solely inves-
tigate immigration status in the absence of
probable cause of an independent state crimi-
nal law violation.

� If a local agency nevertheless enters the
287(g) program, its participation should be
focused on serious criminal offenders and
should be limited to verifying the immigration
status of criminal detainees as part of the 287(g)
Jail Enforcement Officer program.

� Local and state authorities participating in
federal immigration enforcement activities
should develop policies andprocedures formon-
itoring racial profiling and abuse of authority.

� In order to preserve the trust that police
agencies have built over the years by aggres-
sively engaging in community oriented polic-
ing activities, local law enforcement agencies
should involve representatives of affected com-
munities in the development of local immi-
gration policies.

� There is a need for empirical research on
ICE’s 287(g) program and other methods of
police collaboration with federal immigration
authorities so that we havemore objective data
by which to better understand the way in
which these programs are carried out in the
field and their impact on public safety and civil
liberties.

� Local law enforcement agencies should
employ community-policing and problem-solv-
ing tactics to improve relations with immigrant
communities and resolve tension caused by
expanding immigration.
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� Local law enforcement leaders and policing
organizations should place pressure on the
federal government to comprehensively
improve border security and reform the immi-
gration system, because the federal govern-
ment’s failure on both issues has had serious
consequences in cities and towns through-
out the country.

While much of the dialogue generated dur-
ing the project centered on the specific ben-
efits and costs of local law enforcement
participation in immigration enforcement,
the conversation often reverted to discussions
about the core role of police and general prin-
ciples of community policing. Local police
must serve and protect all residents regardless
of their immigration status, enforce the crim-
inal laws of their state, and serve and defend
the Constitution of the United States. As
police agencies move away from their core
role of ensuring public safety and begin taking
on civil immigration enforcement activities,
the perception immigrants have of the role
of police moves from protection to arrest and
deportation, thereby jeopardizing local law
enforcement’s ability to gain the trust and
cooperation of immigrant communities. “How
can you police a community that will not talk
to you?” asked one police chief participating
in the project. Without the cooperation of
immigrant witnesses and victims of crime,
local law enforcement’s ability to identify,
arrest, and prosecute criminals is jeopard-
ized.
Over the past fifteen years, the commu-

nity-policing movement has made significant
gains in making communities safer, and police
executives participating in the project
expressed concern that local immigration
enforcement efforts threaten to undo these
gains. The community-policing movement
has demonstrated that the effectiveness of

police is heavily dependent on the relation-
ships the police have with the communities
they serve. Therefore, in developing and mon-
itoring local immigration policies, it is critical
that local law enforcement regularly com-
municate with affected communities and
make every effort to establish a mutually
cooperative and supportive relationship with
immigrant communities.
The final project report presents the most

salient arguments, positions, points of con-
sensus, and recommendations that arose dur-
ing the focus groups, conference presentations
and discussions, and survey responses. Also
included, as appendices to the report, are a
comprehensive summary of the focus group
discussions, results of the conference law
enforcement executive survey, the confer-
ence agenda, presenters’ bios, selected pre-
sentations, sample police department policies
on immigration enforcement, and six papers
(abstracts below) prepared specifically for
the national conference by scholars from var-
ious academic disciplines.

Abstracts of Papers Prepared
for This Project

Legal Issues in Local Police Enforcement
of Federal Immigration Law
by Nancy Morawetz and Alina Das,
New York University School of Law

As local police consider taking on enforce-
ment of federal immigration law, they should
carefully consider the legal complexity of
their role and legal constraints on methods
of enforcement in a legal and institutional
system that operates quite differently from
local criminal justice systems. Local police
enforcement of federal immigration lawmust
account for local, state, and federal laws that
govern the rights of community residents and
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the obligations of localities. It must also
account for the civil nature of most immigra-
tion violations. Most importantly, it must be
conducted in a way that avoids several com-
mon misconceptions about the supposed tar-
gets of immigration law enforcement,
including confusion over their rights, status,
and place in the community. The risk of error
is high, and already several localities have
been subject to lawsuits over unlawful arrests
and detentions, the use of racial profiling in
enforcement, poor conditions of confinement,
and other violations of law. This paper dis-
cusses the legal complexities of federal immi-
gration law enforcement in the local setting
and the changing demographics of commu-
nities. Risks of liability provide yet another
factor for police departments to consider
before making a decision about whether to
tread into this new field of enforcement.

Making Civil Liberties Matter in Local
Immigration Enforcement
by Raquel Aldana, William S. Boyd
School of Law, University of Nevada-
Las Vegas

The exponential rise in local law enforce-
ment involvement in the enforcement of
immigration laws raises significant questions
regarding a state’s source of power to enforce
a traditionally federal power. As well, this
trend presents local police with new chal-
lenges on how to protect the civil liberties
and retain the trust of immigrant communi-
ties. In this paper, the author explains the
unresolved controversy of the source and
scope of local powers to enforce federal immi-
gration laws and details the civil liberties con-
cerns that arise from local law enforcement’s
involvement in immigration enforcement.
The author then offers recommendations for
ensuring greater civil rights compliance by

local law enforcement agencies that still
choose to enforce immigration laws, as well as
explains immigrants’ rights during these
police encounters.

Undocumented Immigration and Rates of
Crime and Imprisonment: Popular Myths
and Empirical Realities
by Rubén G. Rumbaut, University of
California-Irvine

The perception that the foreign-born, espe-
cially “illegal aliens,” are responsible for
higher crime rates is deeply rooted in Amer-
ican public opinion and is sustained by media
anecdote and popular myth. In the absence
of rigorous empirical research, stereotypes
about immigrants and crime often provide
the underpinnings for public policies and
practices, and shape public opinion and polit-
ical behavior. These perceptions, however,
are not supported empirically; in fact, they
are refuted by the preponderance of scien-
tific evidence. In addition to reviewing pre-
vious literature on immigrant criminality,
Rumbaut looks at national violent and prop-
erty crime rates since the early 1990s, during
the period of highest immigration. He then
analyzes incarceration rates of young men
eighteen to thirty-nine, comparing differences
between the foreign-born and the U.S.-born by
national origin and by education, and, among
the foreign-born, by length of residence in
the U.S. Rumbaut also examines findings from
two major surveys (IIMMLA and CILS) in
Southern California, the region of greatest
immigrant concentration in the United States,
and focuses comparative attention on those
nationalities representing distinct modes of
incorporation.
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Why Integration Matters: The Case of
Undocumented Immigrant Youth and
Moving Beyond Enforcement
by Roberto G. Gonzales, University of
Washington-Seattle

Today’s immigration debates have brought
to the fore conflicting visionswithin the United
States over how to address a population of
eleven to twelve million undocumented immi-
grants. However, contemporary debates have
yet to catch up to current realities and com-
plexities of undocumented families and thus
do not account, for themost part, for a growing
population of undocumented children edu-
cated in the United States. Drawing upon three
and a half years of fieldwork and over one hun-
dred life histories with adult children of undoc-
umented immigrants in Southern California,
this paper seeks to address the complicated
realities of contemporary immigration by exam-
ining the experiences of undocumented youth
in the larger community context. It argues that
while enforcement efforts are counterpro-
ductive, police and other community officials
have an important role to play in the integration
process of undocumented youth.

Local Enforcement of Immigration Laws:
Evolution of the 287(g) Program and Its
Potential Impacts on Local Communities
by Randolph Capps, Migration Policy
Institute

By August 2008, sixty-two state and local
agencies had entered into 287(g) agreements
with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE), although most were signed since
2005.Most of the jurisdictions adopting agree-
ments are in southeastern and southwestern
states, in conservative political areas, and in
locationswhere recent growth in unauthorized
immigration has been rapid. This paper begins
with a brief timeline and overview of the 287(g)

program and discusses some of the broad out-
lines of how it has been implemented to date.
Then, for further background, population and
political trends that underlie the adoption of
287(g) programs across the country are dis-
cussed. The third section of the paper relates
preliminary findings about the implementation
of 287(g) in Arkansas, based on a site visit there
in June 2008. The site visit to the adjacent com-
munities of Rogers and Springdale, Arkansas,
confirmed that 287(g) officers therewere check-
ing immigration status in a variety of operations,
including: routine traffic stops, worksite inves-
tigations, drug raids, and at the county jails in
both communities. Several hundred immigrants
had been arrested, detained, and sent into the
custody of ICE for deportation over the course
of the first sixmonths. Latino community lead-
erswhohad originally supported the program in
Springdale hadwithdrawn their support due to
the wide net that the 287(g) officers had cast,
and the program’s broad impacts on local resi-
dents, including schoolchildren. The paper ends
with policy recommendations and general obser-
vations about potential impacts of 287(g) oper-
ations on cities, immigrant communities, and
children.

Immigration and Local Policing: Results
from a National Survey of Law
Enforcement Executives
by Scott H. Decker, Paul G. Lewis,
Doris Marie Provine, Arizona State
University, andMonicaW. Varsanyi,
John Jay College of Criminal Justice

One of the most important challenges for
law enforcement agencies in many communi-
ties is how to respond to immigration and the
presence of undocumented residents. Depart-
ments often face conflicting pressures from
local politicians, federal authorities, community
groups, and the private sector. Yet they have
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little available information to help themmake
sound policy decisions.This paper reports on
the results of a recent nationwide survey of
police executives on several issues, including
differences between departments and com-
munities and their attitudes about immigra-
tion and local law enforcement; relationships
with federal immigration and customs enforce-

ment authorities; and the range of policies on
immigration policing being developed by cities
and departments. The survey also explores
levels of commitment to community policing
practices and the potential for conflict with
enforcement of immigration laws by local
police.

xvi | THE ROLE OF LOCAL POLICE: Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties

Executive Summary



POLICE FOUNDATION | 1

About the Project

In recent years, the United States has experienced historic levels of immigration.
During this time, not only did the immigrant1 population increase significantly but it also
became more dispersed. Prior to 1990, immigrants tended to settle in the major gateway
cities; beginning in the 1990s, they began moving to regions that have not been traditional

draws for immigration. In addition, unlike the last great period of immigration in the early twen-
tieth century, when the vast majority of immigrants were of European origin, the current immi-
grant population arrives from all parts of the globe and they bring with them a host of new
languages and cultures. As these demographic shifts started changing the racial and cultural
landscape of communities throughout the country and as local governments were struggling to
deal with the challenges of integrating these new immigrants into their communities, the pub-
lic began to demand government do more to enforce immigration laws.

Even prior to the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, proponents of tightening immigration
control measures have argued that greater investment in immigration reformwill improve pub-
lic safety by reducing crime, despite significant evidence to the contrary. Following the 9/11
attacks, public debate has become even more rancorous and has led to calls for greater involve-
ment of local and state governments in immigration control. As the federal government struggles
to resolve the complex and difficult issues surrounding immigration, local police are faced with
a serious dilemma regarding their role and responsibility in this area. On the one hand, the fed-
eral government is telling them that the enforcement of immigration laws by state and local
governments will assist the nation in controlling undocumented immigration. On the other
hand, they realize that enforcing immigration laws could undermine their efforts to build trust
with immigrant communities, whose cooperation they need to effectively provide public safety
and policing services.

To address the dilemma facing so many local police agencies about how to balance civil
rights protections, community-policing priorities, and immigration enforcement, the Police
Foundation launched a national effort to bring together law enforcement leaders, public offi-
cials, scholars, and community stakeholders to collaboratively examine the implications of local
law enforcement of immigration laws. The goals of the project were to review practices, con-
stitutional issues, and budgetary factors; to provide state and local agencies with data and rec-
ommendations to inform policy; and to facilitate dialogue between immigrant communities and
law enforcement in order to reduce fear and mistrust and enhance cooperation and improve
public safety.

To accomplish these goals, the foundation hosted four sets of focus groups across the coun-
try that included law enforcement personnel, elected public officials, members of immigrant
communities, and other interested groups. The hopewas that by bringing immigrant communities
together with local police to begin a dialogue on the role of police in immigration enforcement,
we would also help to open up channels of communication and establish improved working
relationships between local police and the immigrant communities they serve. A total of thirty-
three local and state law enforcement agencies were represented in the four focus groups (see
appendix A for a summary of focus group conversations).

The information derived from the focus groups was used to design an agenda for a national
conference that was an invitation-only event at which over two hundred law enforcement lead-
ers, policy makers, scholars, and community leaders participated in facilitated discussions geared
toward generating concrete recommendations for how local law enforcement can strike a balance

POLICE FOUNDATION | 1



2 | THE ROLE OF LOCAL POLICE: Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties

between civil liberties and immigration enforcement. (Photos from the conference illustrate
this report. See appendix N for the conference agenda and presenters’ bios.) National conference
attendees included over one hundred law enforcement executives, many of whom were police
chiefs or elected sheriffs, as well as fourteen federal, state, and local government representa-
tives. The foundation also invited scholars and other immigration experts to present papers on
specific topics relating to the role of local and state police in immigration enforcement. The
topics of the papers included the rights of undocumented immigrants and the legal framework
for the enforcement of immigration laws, demographic research, immigration and criminality, eval-
uation of federal efforts to collaborate with local police on immigration enforcement (287(g)
program), a national survey of local police immigration policies, and the experience of undocu-
mented youth (see appendices B-G).

The foundation also distributed a survey to law enforcement executives who attended the
conference. Fifty-four attendees completed the survey: forty
police chiefs, nine deputy or assistant police chiefs, two sheriffs,
one police superintendent, a major, and a respondent who is both
a sheriff and police chief. Most of the participants were from
urban agencies (n=29), while many were from urban/suburban
areas (n=19). The remaining six were from rural type areas. The
size of the jurisdictions ranged from just under fifteen thousand
to more than four million. Also, the majority of respondents
(n=47) were frommunicipal or local law enforcement agencies,
while one was from a county police department, four were from
sheriffs’ offices, one was from an urban county metropolitan
area, and one was from both a sheriff ’s office and a municipal
department (Amendola, Williams, Hamilton, and Puryear 2008)
(see appendix H).

This report presents an accumulation of the conversations,
findings, and recommendations derived from the focus groups,
conference sessions, and academic papers prepared for the con-

ference. The goal of the report is to discuss the implications of local police enforcing immigration
lawswith respect to building constructive relationshipswithminority communities, and to provide
state and local law enforcement agencieswith information and recommendations for reviewing their
immigration law enforcement policies. Underlying the design of this project and report is a belief
that encouraging dialogue between police and communities will enhance public trust in state and
local law enforcement and promote a balanced approach to providing police services and protect-
ing civil rights. The capacity of the police to prevent and respond to crime, including acts of terrorism,
requires public cooperation that is anchored in public trust of the police.

History of the Role of Local Police in Immigration Enforcement
In 1952, Congress defined the nation’s immigration laws in the Immigration and National-

ity Act (INA), which contains both civil and criminal enforcement measures. Federal law, how-
ever, has never been clear about the role of local and state authorities in immigration enforcement;
until recently, the prevailing position in the policing and immigration fields has been that enforce-
ment of civil immigration laws is solely in the purview of the federal government and that local
and state police have authority tomake arrests for only a small subset of criminal immigration vio-
lations (Appleseed 2008, 11).
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The trend towards greater cooperation between local law enforcement and federal immigra-
tion officials began years before September 11, 2001, in the 1990s, when the United States began to
experience historic levels of immigration. Overwhelmed by the task of detecting, arresting, and
detaining the growingpopulationof unauthorized immigrants in theUnitedStates, federal immigration
authorities and proponents of greater immigration control began advocating for greater cooperation
between local police and federal immigration authorities. Proponents argued that the nation’s
approximately 700,000 local and state police officerswould be an effective “force-multiplier;” that
is, they could dramatically increase the number of lawenforcement officialswho could detect undoc-
umented immigrants in the interior of the country. In addition, proponents such as Alabama Sena-
tor Jeff Sessions argued that the failure of police to enforce immigration law created an incentive for
greater inflows of unauthorized immigration into the United States (Venbrux 2006, 320).

Prior to legislative reforms of 1996, federal efforts towards increasing local law enforcement’s
role in immigration matters were limited to increasing communication and assistance to states
regarding criminal detainees in violation of immigration law. For instance, in 1991, the legacy Immi-
gration andNaturalization Service (INS) established the Alien Criminal Apprehension Program to
foster greater cooperation betweenpolice and immigration authorities to deport criminal aliens.Under
this program, state and local law enforcement officials would notify federal immigration officials of
foreign-born nationals who had committed a crime and were taken into state or local custody
(Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004, 3). Subsequently, in 1994, California politicians began advocating
with the federal government for reimbursement of funds the statewas expending to apprehend and
incarcerate criminal alienswho had illegally reentered the country following a final order of depor-
tation. Congress, in response to this advocacy, funded a program to reimburse states for costs
incurred in the apprehension and incarceration of foreign nationals who had committed crimes
(Appleseed 2008, 14).2 Congress also appropriated funds to create the Law Enforcement Support
Center (LESC) (Aldana 2008, 92).3 The LESC’s mission is to provide federal, state, and local law
enforcementwith information on immigration status of individuals arrested, suspected, or detained
for a criminal offense. The LESC has operators working twenty-four hours a day, seven days a
week answering inquiries from law enforcement. These operators use information gathered from
various Department ofHomeland Security (DHS) databases, the FBI’s national database, and state
criminal history databases (Appleseed 2008, 21).

In 1996, Congress expanded the role for state and local law enforcement in the Antiterrorism
and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996 (AEDPA) and the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immi-
grant Responsibility Act of 1996 (IIRIRA). Section 439 of the AEDPA amended federal immigration
law toprovide authority to states to arrest anddetain an immigrantwhohad aprevious order of depor-
tation and had been previously convicted of a crime, to the extent authorized by state law (Apple-
seed 2008, 15). The law also required that state or local officials confirm immigration statuswith INS
and prohibited detention for a period longer than necessary to transfer to federal custody (Apple-
seed 2008, 15). In addition, Section 372 of IIRIRA amendments to the INAprovided authority to INS
todeputize local and state lawenforcement officials in the event of amass influx of immigrants (Apple-
seed 2008, 15). IIRIRA also added section 287(g) to the INA, which authorized federal officials to
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enter into written agreements with state and local law officials to carry out the functions of an
immigration officer, including investigation, apprehension, and detention “at the expense of the
State or political subdivision and to the extent consistent with State and local law” (ICE Fact Sheet:
287(g)).Moreover, by expanding the categories of criminal offenses that would subject immigrants
(legal and unauthorized) to mandatory detention and deportation, IIRIRA reforms resulted in an
increase in the number of criminal detainees subject to immigration deportation or removal
proceedings (Chishti 2006, 462-463).

In 1999, INS Interior Enforcement Strategy included the tactic of developing partnerships
with local and state law enforcement agencies to assist the INS with their interior immigration
enforcement efforts (Chishti 2002, 372). In this same year, Congress appropriated funds for INS
to create Quick Response Teams that responded to requests from state and local law enforcement
officers who believed they had an unauthorized immigrant in custody. The INS established
Quick Response Teams in regions that had experienced increases in the unauthorized immi-
grant population (Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004, 3).

The trend toward greater involvement of state and local officials in federal immigration
enforcement gained significant momentum after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001,
when federal, state, and local officials began to promote efforts at tightening immigration con-
trol as a counterterrorism measure (Venbrux 2006, 317). The most significant change that
occurred in the aftermath of September 11 was theU.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of Legal
Counsel’s (OLC) reversal of its long-standing position that involvement of state and local author-
ities in immigration enforcement should be limited, declaring that state and local police had
inherent authority to make arrests for civil immigration violations (Chishti 2006, 467). Prior to
2002, DOJ officials hadmade statements and draftedmemoranda arguing that state and local police
did not have authority to enforce federal civil immigration law. In 1978, for instance, DOJ released
a statement that, “INS officers are uniquely prepared for this law enforcement responsibility
because of their special training, and because of the complexities and fine distinctions of immi-
gration laws” (Appleseed 2008, 13). In 1983, the Reagan Justice Department encouraged a little
more cooperation but limited that role to primarily informing INS about suspected deportable
immigrants taken into police custody for state criminal violations (Seghetti, Viña, and Ester
2004, 7-8). The Reagan DOJ position also stated that where “state law authorizes local officers
to enforce criminal provisions of federal law, “state and local police could exercise their author-
ity to enforce criminal provisions of federal immigration law” (Appleseed 2008, 13). This posi-
tion was confirmed as late as 1996, when the DOJ OLC issued an opinion concluding that state
and local police do not have the authority to enforce civil immigration law violations (Seghetti,
Viña, and Ester, 8). At a 2002 press conference, however, Attorney General John Ashcroft
announced a reversal of DOJ’s long-standing opinion, stating that state and local officials have
inherent authority to enforce federal immigration law (Seghetti, Viña, and Ester, 8).
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After September 11, in an effort to increase assistance from state and local police in the
identification of unauthorized immigrants, DOJ also began putting information on civil immigration
violations into the FBI’s National Crime Information Center (NCIC) database. The NCIC data-
base is a computerized index of criminal justice information operated by the FBI. In 1930, Con-
gress first authorized the DOJ tomaintain a clearinghouse for fingerprint records, rap sheets, and
warrants (Gladstein, Lai, Wagner, andWishnie 2005, 6-7). Over time, Congress has expanded the
categories of records that can be included in the NCIC database. For the first time, in 1996, Con-
gress authorized the entry of immigration records relating to previously deported felons (Glad-
stein et al. 2005, 6-7). Congress has never authorized entry of civil immigration records other than
those relating to previously deported felons into the NCIC database (Gladstein et al. 2005, 6-7).
Yet, as stated earlier, soon after September 11 the federal government began entering thousands
of absconder records, most of which are purely civil violations. In December 2003, DHS officials
stated intention to include student visa violators and persons deported for minor criminal
offenses into NCIC (Gladstein et al. 2005, 6-7). Understanding that state and local law enforce-
ment are the entities that mostly query the NCIC database, and given the federal government’s
interest in increasing involvement of state and local law enforcement as a “force multiplier” in
immigration enforcement, it seems that the government’s purpose in adding these immigration
records to the database was a form of inducing local and state police to enforce immigration
lawwhen they routinely check the database in the course of regular police work (Kalhan 2008,
10). Policing organizations such as the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP) and
theMajor Cities Chiefs Association (MCCA) have criticized DOJ’s decision to include civil war-
rants in the NCIC database because most state and local law enforcement agencies do not have
authority to arrest for federal civil law violations according to state law governing the scope of
their authority (IACP 2004, 4; MCC 2006, 10).

Since the 1996 immigration reforms, the federal government has had the authority to enter into
agreements with state and local law enforcement agencies to train and then deputize local offi-
cers to perform immigration enforcement functions. However, prior to September 11, 2001, no
state or local law enforcement agency had chosen to enter into such an agreement with the INS.
Immediately after the terrorist attacks of September 11, the Florida State Police signed amemorandum
of agreement with INS to train and deputize their officers. Since then, sixty-three law enforce-
ment agencies in the country have taken advantage of the 287(g) program (ICEFact Sheet: 287(g)).

For years, counter-balancing the movement toward greater federal/state/local coopera-
tion on immigration enforcement, several states andmunicipalities throughout the country have
passed local and state ordinances and laws limiting state and local government employees’ abil-
ity to collaborate with federal immigration officials in the identification of unauthorized immi-
grants. In 1996, Congress passed two laws explicitly to counter such policies, by disallowing a
federal, state, or local government entity from prohibiting their employees from communicating
with federal immigration officials regarding the immigration status of any individual (Aldana 2008,
98). The legislative history, however, makes it clear that the purpose of this provision was not to
require local or state governments to communicate with federal officials regarding immigra-
tion status (Pham 2005, 15). Since 1996, state and local governments have continued to limit
their employees’ ability to cooperate with federal immigration entities; however, rather than
prohibiting communication with the federal government regarding immigration status, these
state and local laws limit when employees can question individuals regarding their immigra-
tion status (Pham 2005, 23; Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004, 21). These municipalities have been
labeled by many as “sanctuary cities.” But as several conference participants argued, this term is
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a misnomer because these communities do not and cannot provide sanctuary for individuals
from federal immigration enforcement officials. Moreover, many local and state law enforce-
ment agencies not only do not provide sanctuary from federal immigration agents but indeed col-
laborate with federal officials to deport criminal aliens.

The Call for Greater Enforcement
During discussions, conference workshops, and presentations, participants provided various

theories of factors influencing the movement towards greater participation in immigration
enforcement by state and local officials. Some of these reasons are described below.

Demographic Changes
As stated early in this report, in the last fifteen to twenty years, the United States has experi-

enced historically high levels of immigration. The immigrant population has quadrupled since
1970. In the 1990s, the size of the foreign-born population grew by 57.4 percent (Singer 2004, 1).
ByMarch 2008, the foreign-born population reached a historic high of 37.4 million people, or 12.5
percent of the population (Passel 2008) (see figure 1).

FIGURE 1. IMMIGRANT NUMBERS KEEP GROWING —PERCENT APPROACHES HISTORIC HIGHS

Source:Unauthorized Immigrants: Trends, Characteristics, and Surprises. Jeffrey S. Passel, PewHispanic Center. Pres-
entation prepared for Police Foundation conference, The Role of Local Police: Striking a Balance Between Immigra-
tion Enforcement and Civil Liberties, Washington, DC, August 21, 2008 (see appendix I).

Not only is the number of immigrants in the United States reaching historically high levels,
the population is also becoming more dispersed and areas of the country with no history of
immigration are experiencing large influxes of immigrants (Singer 2007). In 1990, the top six immi-
grant states had 75 percent of the immigrant population. In 2008, these six states hadmerely 65
percent of the immigrant population (Passel 2008) (see figure 2).

The United States has also experienced great increases in the unauthorized population in
recent years. Undocumented immigrants currentlymake up 30 percent of the foreign-born popu-
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lation. Almost twelvemillion unauthorized immigrants were living in the United States inMarch
2008, constituting approximately four percent of the total U.S. population. Since the beginning of
this decade, the unauthorized immigrant population increased by forty percent (Passel and Cohn
2008, i) (see figure 3).

The new emerging destination gateways tend to have immigrants who are from Asia and
Mexico, are poorer than the native-born population, have lowEnglish proficiency, and lower rates
of citizenship than traditional gateway cities that have longer-residing immigrant populations
(Singer 2004, 1). New growth states are also seeing particularly high levels of unauthorized immi-
grants. Eighty percent of the undocumented population lived in six traditional immigrant gate-
way states in 1990, whereas in 2006 this percentage decreased to 60 percent (Passel 2008) (see
appendix I).

In recent years, the average inflow of unauthorized immigrants appears to have slowed from
800,000 a year from2000 to 2004 to approximately 500,000 yearly from2005 to 2008. Yet, four out
of ten unauthorized immigrants arrived in theUnited States since 2000.While growth of the unau-
thorized populationmay have slowed in recent years, the legal immigrant population inflowhas now
surpassed the undocumentedpopulation inflow, and thus communities continue to receive new immi-
grants (Passel andCohn 2008, i-ii). The unauthorized population is largely Latino, with four out of
five unauthorized immigrants originating from Latin America (Passel and Cohn 2008, iii).
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FIGURE 2. NEW IMMIGRATION GROWTH CENTERS

Source:Unauthorized Immigrants: Trends, Characteristics, and Surprises. Jeffrey S. Passel, PewHispanic Center. Pres-
entation prepared for Police Foundation conference, The Role of Local Police: Striking a Balance Between Immigra-
tion Enforcement and Civil Liberties, Washington, DC, August 21, 2008 (see appendix I).



As the size of the immigrant population grows and
immigrantsmove to new destination regions that have lit-
tle or no experience with immigration, states and locali-
ties are struggling to figure out how to integrate these new
residents. In the absence of a comprehensive and effective
federal immigration policy, immigration becomes a local
policy challenge (Chishti 2006, 464).Moreover, as the racial
and cultural landscape of these communities change as a
result of these newdemographic trends, long-standing res-
ident communities have begun to put pressure on local gov-
ernment, including police, to takemeasures to reduce levels
of unauthorized immigration.

A biannually conducted national survey of the non-
institutionalizedEnglish-speaking population in theUnited
States (General Social Survey) administered in 2000 con-
firmed that perceptions of increasingminority population
size influenced attitudes towards immigration. The survey
found that respondents tended to overstate the size of the
minority population; roughly half of the respondents stated
thatWhites had become a numericalminority in theUnited
States. Residents of rural areas were more likely to exag-
gerateminority-group size than urban residents. The sur-
vey also showed that perceptions of immigration issues
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FIGURE 3. UNAUTHORIZED NUMBER HIGH — TREND UNCERTAIN, BUT SLOWING (?)

Source:Unauthorized Immigrants: Trends, Characteristics, and Surprises. Jeffrey S. Passel, Pew Hispanic Center.
Presentation prepared for Police Foundation conference, The Role of Local Police: Striking a Balance Between
Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties, Washington, DC, August 21, 2008 (see appendix I).

A significant share of unauthorized fami-
lies can be characterized as “mixed sta-
tus” in which there is one or more
unauthorized parent and one or more
children who are U.S. citizens by birth,
according to Dr. Jeffrey Passel of the
Pew Hispanic Center.
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becomemore unfavorable as the perception of group size moves away fromWhites as a majority.
In other words, the larger the non-HispanicWhite population perceives minority-group size, the
more it supports greater immigration restrictions. Moreover, respondents that overstated minor-
ity-group size also tended to believe that Blacks and Hispanics are more violent than other racial
groups (Alba, Rumbaut, andMarotz 2005).

Law enforcement executives participating in the focus groups and the conference agreed
that the changing demographics were driving the pressure from communities for a greater role
for local police in federal immigration enforcement. As one police executive in the Arlington,
Texas, session stated:

I don’t think, generally speaking, people are complaining about the fact that some-
one is here in this country without official legal authorization to be here . . . All of
a sudden their community is becoming more heavily populated with people who
are different from them, who enjoy doing things that are unlikewhat other people
in the community have historically done. And so rather than addressing the uneasy
feeling about differences among the newcomers, they just cast this label “illegal
immigration” over that, and then theywant us to enforce immigration laws to get
rid of the people who are different fromwhat they are accustomed.

Providing concrete evidence of the argument that racial tensions are underlying the anti-
immigrant sentiment, one Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex chief recounted that the morning of
the focus group he received a complaint about a Puerto Rican family that hadmoved into his com-
munity and set up a landscaping business that they ran out of their home. Throughout the day,
Puerto Rican workers were coming in and out of the house. Some neighbors complained to the
police requesting that the police do something to deport these new residents. The community
members clearly did not understand that these new residents were U.S. citizens. The chief pro-
vided this example to demonstrate that the problemwith this family was not their immigration
status but rather their race or ethnicity that disturbed other community members.

Several other participants in the focus groups and conference also strongly believed that
attacks against “illegal immigration” are often motivated by racial discrimination. An El Paso
participant stated, “It’s been easy for them to hide this whole racism that is happening against the
immigrantMexicans, especially Latin America people, with the issue of the legality or illegality.”
As stated by a police chief from New Jersey:

Where I see it is [when] people come to councilmeetings and talk about [undesirable]
people out in front of their homes or hanging out in a public park in a particular
neighborhood. My question is, well, how do you define who is undesirable? And
essentiallywhat it comesdowntowhenyoucut through theveneerof the issue is there
are people in front of their homes and in the parks who speak a different language,
have different customs, and then also engage in some problematic behavior.

Some participants expressed concern that racial tensions were going beyondmere pressure
to control immigration into potentially violent and threatening behavior from a public safety per-
spective. In his conference keynote address (see appendix J), PhoenixMayor Phil Gordon reported
that public protests over immigration are a regular occurrence in Arizona and participants are
sometimes armedwith knives and guns, thereby requiring a strong police presence to ensure that
demonstrations do not spin out of control and turn violent. He displayed a protester’s sign with a
swastika at the bottom that stated: “Hooray for the slaughtering of the illegals. Boo to the Beaners!!”
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Mayor Gordon also reported an incident in which a United States Marine, in full uniform,
was harassed, insulted, and called a traitor by a group of protestors, who shouted at the marine,
“It’s too bad you didn’t die in thewar; you’re a disgrace to your uniform. Go back to your own coun-
try.” Mayor Gordon added:

Well, this American hero of Hispanic heritage is in his own country. He fought for
this country. These stories have nothing to dowith green cards. They have every-
thing to do with brown skin. They were about racism and nothing else.

Mayor Gordon also warned that if the federal government fails to reform the immigration
system, communities in the interior of the country would begin to experience the racial tension
they do on the border. In fact, communities throughout the nation are already experiencing a rise
in hate crimes. Recently in Patchogue, New York, for instance, an Ecuadorian man was mur-
dered by a group of teenagers looking for Latino immigrants to beat up (Macropoulos 2008).
At the conference, a representative of the National Council of La Raza, Clarissa Martinez De
Castro, stated that in recent years the organization has observed a rise in anti-immigration
groups with direct links to hate groups.

Perceptions of Immigrant Criminality
Despite considerable empirical evidence to the contrary, much of the public believes that

immigrants are more prone to engage in criminal behavior than the native-born population,
which many project participants contended influenced the debate on the role of police in immi-
gration enforcement. Seventy-three percent of respondents to the 2000 General Social Survey
believed that immigration is causally related to more crime (Rumbaut 2008, 119). Stereotypes of
immigrant criminality are enforced through the media, in particular coverage of singular crim-
inal events involving immigrant perpetrators (Rumbaut 2008, 119). Several focus group partic-
ipants provided examples of singular criminal events or actors resulting in community pressure
on local police to “do something about the immigration issue.” For example, a Dallas-FortWorth
Metroplex chief gave the example of a drug-trafficking cartel setting up base in his city, and the
public’s outrage that immigration had brought this problem to their community.

Several studies, however, have demonstrated evidence contrary to this perspective (Rum-
baut 2008, Butcher and Piehl 2007, Nadler 2008). Rubén Rumbaut, professor of sociology at the
University of California at Irvine, presented findings from his research on immigrants and crime
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at the national conference (see appendix D). He argued that empirical evidence has consistently
refuted the popular myth that influxes of immigrants lead to increases in crime. Since the early
1990s, over the same time period as legal and especially illegal immigration was reaching and sur-
passing historic highs, crime rates have declined, both nationally and most notably in cities and
regions of high immigrant concentration (including cities with large numbers of undocumented
immigrants such as Los Angeles and border cities like San Diego and El Paso, as well as New
York, Chicago, andMiami). The FBI UniformCrime Reports showed a decline in both violent and
property crime during the era of mass migration of the 1990s. Data from the National Crime
Victimization Survey showed evenmore significant decreases in violent crime during this period
of time (Rumbaut 2008).

This period of time also coincided with an era of mass incarceration; the number of incar-
cerated adults in U.S. federal or state prisons quadrupled from 500,000 in 1980 to over 2.2 mil-
lion in 2006. The incarcerated population is composed of mostly youngmen from ethnic minority
groups, who are low-wage workers and have low levels of educa-
tion. These characteristics are also common among the immi-
grant population in the United States, in particular the
undocumented population; and thus logic would suggest that
immigrants would have higher incarceration rates. To the con-
trary, Rumbaut’s analysis of incarceration rates of males between
the age of eighteen and thirty-nine who were in federal or state
prisons at the time of the 2000U.S. Census showed lowest rates of
incarceration for the foreign-born population. The incarceration
rate for the U.S.-born population (3.51 percent) was five times the
rate of the foreign-born (.68 percent). The foreign-born incar-
ceration rate was less than half the incarceration rate for non-
Hispanic Whites (1.71 percent). Rumbaut’s research also points
out that in the state of California, which has higher overall incar-
ceration rates than the rest of the country (4.5 versus 3.4 percent)
and the largest percentage foreign-born population, the foreign-
born incarceration rates are lower than they are nationally (.4 to 1.0
percent) (Rumbaut 2008). A study of the AmericasMajority Foun-
dation disaggregated data by states, finding that from 1999 to 2006
the total crime rate declined 13.6 percent in the nineteen highest
immigration states as compared to a 7.1 percent decline in the
other thirty-two states (Nadler 2008, 9).

Further evidence was presented at the national conference byMayor John Cook of El Paso,
who pointed out that El Paso—with its large immigrant population and proximity to the bor-
der—has been named the second safest city with 500,000 or more people in the United States.

Economic Costs and Benefits of Migration
One of the arguments put forth by proponents of immigration enforcement is that immigra-

tion, and in particular undocumented immigration, places financial burdens on government serv-
ices because undocumented immigrants do not pay their fair share of taxes. In Collier County,
Florida, participants cited the costs of undocumented immigration to include the drains to school
budgets to support bilingual education, emergencymedical costs for undocumentedwho are unin-
sured, and law enforcement costs. One participant stated that because the vastmajority of undoc-
umented he arrests do not have social security numbers, he assumed they did not pay taxes.
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At the conference, Professor StephenLegomsky of
WashingtonUniversity School of Law, in his overview
of the current debate surrounding immigration, argued
that, to the contrary, studies show that a majority of
undocumented immigrants do pay income taxes,
although they pay a below-average amount because of
their relatively low incomes. He explained they can
pay taxes using either a false social security number or
under an individual tax identification card.

A tax attorneywhowas a participant in the Topeka focus group confirmed that he often pre-
pares tax returns for undocumented immigrants without social security numbers. Additionally,
the U.S. Social Security Administration has estimated that three quarters of undocumented immi-
grants pay payroll taxes, and that they contribute six to seven billion dollars in social security funds
that they will be unable to claim (Capps and Fix 2005; Porter 2005).

Experts have also argued that undocumented immigrants pay the same real estate taxes—
whether as homeowners or through their rent payments—and the same sales and other con-
sumption taxes as everyone else (Immigration Policy Center 2007). Most state and local services,
such as schooling, are paid through these taxes.

A study by the AmericasMajority Foundation showed that regionswith high resident popu-
lation growth and high inflows of immigrants tend to have high levels of growth in gross state
product, personal income, per capita personal income, disposable income, per capita disposable
income,median household income, andmedian per capita income. By 2006, high immigrant juris-
dictions also had lower rates of unemployment, individual poverty, and total crime than other
states (Nadler 2008, 7-9).

Political Pressure
Conference and focus group lawenforcement participants spoke openly about the political pres-

sures that politicians and communities place on local police to enforce immigration law. Some par-
ticipants attributed the rise in this political pressure in part to themedia’s sensationalized coverage
of immigration issues. Other commentators have noted that conservativemedia’s coverage of immi-
gration and its ability to connectwith the public’s frustration on the issue have been particularly influ-
ential in pushing for stronger enforcement policies (Rodriguez, Chishti, and Nortman 2007, 2).

A study conducted by amediawatchdog organization of three conservative news programs,
LouDobbs Tonight, The O’Reilly Factor, and Glenn Beck, showed that during 2007 the allegation
that undocumented immigrants drain social services and/or do not pay taxes was discussed on
seventy-one episodes of LouDobbs Tonight, thirteen episodes of Glenn Beck, and eight episodes of
The O’Reilly Factor. Dobbs and Beck have also repeatedly discussed two myths—that there are
plans to construct aNAFTA superhighway running fromMexico to Canada, and there are plans to
joinMexico, Canada, and theU.S. into aNorth AmericanUnion. Dobbs discussed theNorth Amer-
icanUnion on fifty-six separate programs during the past two years (MediaMatters ActionNetwork
2008).

Media pressure and the public’s frustrationwith the federal government’s inability to control
unauthorized immigration have led to elected officials placing pressure on their police chiefs to
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enforce federal immigration law. Law enforcement participants noted that while some of these
politicians are merely responding to the political pressures they are facing from the public and
media, others cynically use the immigration issue to gain votes. One participant recounted an inci-
dent inwhich a local politician in his community “was quoted in themedia as saying that we should
sit at the border and shoot the illegal immigrants as they come across the border.” Another par-
ticipating police chief noted:

Immigration was not such a big problem until the last national election . . . when
the Republicans wereworried about losing control of Congress. Then, all of a sud-
den, we have this big problem andwe need to fix it and theywere thinking, where
arewe going to find the people to do it becausewe do not have the people in the fed-
eral government. Oh, we will get state and local law enforcement involved.

Another law enforcement participant in the Arlington, Texas, focus group explained:

Inmy city and in other cities around here, [people] are getting elected and unelected
on this issue alone. It’s that big . . . So people at the municipal level are running
scared on this issue and are just trying to find their way, regardless of what their
personal beliefs are . . . You have to figure out how far you arewilling to go andwhat
you are willing to get fired for on this issue.

Seventy-four percent of participants responding to the conference survey (Amendola et al.
2008) stated that they are facing changing expectations andnewdemands as a result of the immigration
issue, and forty-four percent stated that they are responding to political pressure in their communities
as a result of the immigration issue.While few law enforcement agencies represented in the focus
groups and conferencewere in favor of entering agreementswith federal immigration officials to dep-
utize their officers to perform immigration enforcement functions, many explained that they have
increased collaborationwithDHS in recent years because of the politics surrounding the immigra-
tion issue. For instance, one Texas police chief explained that his agency has had a policy of asking
detainees their citizenship status since 1991 to ensure compliancewith consular notification require-
ments. If they would encounter someone who they believed was illegally present in the United
States, they would on an ad hoc basis check the NCIC database for possible detainers. Occasion-
ally, theywould find a detainer and contact immigration officials.More recently, because there has
been somuch focus on thedepartment’s immigrationpolicy, they formalized theprocess of questioning
persons arrested anddetained in the jail aboutwhether they areU.S citizens orwere born in theU.S.;
if the detainee answers “no” to either question, they check theNCICdatabase. In sum, it seems as if
many police departments have begun to formalize their processes of checking status of arrestees
due to political pressure andmedia attention being paid to the immigration issue.
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A survey of police chiefs in large andmedium-sized jurisdictions (60,000 residents ormore),
conducted by researchers at Arizona State University (ASU) and presented at the conference, pro-
vides some insight into the reasoning behind the political pressure police are under to engage in
civil immigration enforcement and why they are more resistant than many of their communities
and politicians to engage in immigration enforcement. The survey found that on the question of
immigration enforcement, there was a difference of opinion between community members and
police, with police executives more frequently responding that immigration was a controversial
topicwithin their community versuswithin the department. The survey also found that, according
to police executives, community members aremore likely than police to believe that it is simple to
determine a person’s immigration status. Finally, chiefs also reported that gaining the trust of unau-
thorized immigrants is a much greater priority for their department than for their community
(Decker, Lewis, Provine, and Varsanyi 2008) (see appendix G).

Counterterrorism
Prior to September 11, 2001, economic and social concerns were driving the debate about

unauthorized immigration. After the terrorist attacks, however, with immigration law becoming
a tool in the fight against terrorism, those who had long opposed rising levels of immigration from
Latin America reframed their arguments in terms of the counterterrorism and national secu-
rity objectives (Harris 2006, 19).

Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the federal government has made use of
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their national survey of law enforcement executives on immigration and local policing.
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immigration law as a tool to iden-
tify or investigate suspected ter-
rorists. Because violations of civil
immigration law are not criminal,
the government does not have to
respect the same constitutional
protections they would for a crim-
inal defendant and thus can detain
suspects while seeking removal,
without any proof of involvement in terrorist activities. However, according to Kareem Shora,
national director of the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee, who presented at the con-
ference, federal counterterrorism programs using immigration tools have in practice become
just another tool in immigration law enforcement of noncriminal members of particular nation-
alities (see appendix L).

Do Local and State Police Have Legal Authority
to Enforce Federal Immigration Law?

While the proposition that Congress has exclusive authority to regulate immigration
is uncontroverted, courts have had fewopportunities to address the authority of state and local
officials in the realm of immigration enforcement (Venbrux 2006, 312-313).Many legal experts
believe that federal immigration law preempts local police from engaging in immigration
enforcement (Rodriguez, Chishti, and Nortman 2007, 34-35). While Congress has never
explicitly prohibited state or local involvement in federal immigration enforcement, these
experts contend thatwhereCongress demonstrates intent to preempt a field of legislation, state
and local governments may be preempted from acting on this area of legislation (Appleseed
2008, 12). These experts argue that Congress’s express delegation of authority to state and
local officials to enforce immigration law under a narrow set of circumstances implicitly pre-
empt state and local enforcement of immigration violations (civil and criminal) that fall out-
side this narrow scope (Rodriguez, Chishti, and Nortman 2007, 35).

Congress has expressly authorized state and local police to arrest for violations of certain
criminal violations of the Immigration andNationality Act (INA). Specifically, they canmake
arrests for the federal immigration crimes of smuggling, transporting, or harboring illegal
immigrants (§ 274 of the INA) and illegal reentry after a final order of removal (§ 276 of the INA)
(Aldana 2008, 92). Congress has also authorized federal immigration officials to deputize
state and local law enforcement in the event of amass influx of immigrants (§ 103 of the INA)
Aldana 2008, 92). As stated earlier, in the AEDPA of 1996 Congress authorized state and local
law enforcement to arrest and detain an individual who is illegally present in the United
States and has been previously convicted of a felony and deported or left theUnited States after
such conviction (§ 8U.S.C. § 1252c) (Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004). Finally, the 1996 IIRIRA
reforms amended the INA to include section 287(g) that gave the legacy INS authority to
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enter into formal agreementswith state and local law enforcement agencies to train and dep-
utize some of their officers to perform immigration enforcement functions (Rodriguez, Chishti,
andNortman 2007, 34). Given these statutory provisions, legal experts have argued that state
and local activity that extends beyond the scope of these narrow express delegations of author-
ity are likely preempted (Rodrigez, Chishti, andNortman 2007, 34-35). Courts, however, have
diverged on the question of whether state and local authorities have inherent authority to
arrest apart from these express grants of authority (Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004, 9-13).4

But even the attorney general, who in his 2002 legal opinion reversing the long-standing
opinion of the federal government that civil immigration enforcement was solely a federal
function, argued that local police’s inherent authority to arrest is limited to a narrow set of cir-
cumstances. According to the attorney general’s public statement in 2002:

When federal, state and local law enforcement officers encounter an alien of
national security concern who has been listed on the NCIC for violating immi-
gration law, federal law permits them to arrest that person and transfer him to
the custody of the INS. The Justice Department’s Office of Legal Counsel has con-
cluded that this narrow, limitedmission that we are asking state and local police to
undertake voluntarily—arresting aliens who have violated criminal provisions of
the Immigration and Nationality Act or civil provisions that render an alien
deportable, and who are listed on the NCIC—is within the inherent authority of
states (Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004, 8).

Muchof the police activity in the realmof immigration enforcement occurs in the course of rou-
tine policing duties, rather than in the course of patrolling for immigration violators. Under such cir-
cumstances, police typically stop or arrest an individual upon suspicion of violation of a state law, and
thus they do not need to rely on inherent authority to arrest or detain for violations of immigration
law (Aldana 2008, 93). It is important to note, however, that such inquiries must not prolong the
duration of detention beyond that necessary for criminal law enforcement purposes (unless the fed-
eral government places a detainer on the detainee), and individuals have the right to refuse to answer
police questions and to request an attorney (Rodriguez, Chishti, andNortman 2007, 36).

Whether or not local police have inherent authority under federal law to enforce immigration
laws, they must still abide by state laws regarding the scope of their arrest authority. For this rea-
son, many state attorneys general have issued legal memoranda on the issue of the authority of
police workingwithin their state tomake arrests for immigration violations. TheNewYork attor-
ney general, for example, opined that state law onwarrantless arrests would apply to the realm of
federal immigration enforcement, which requires that criminal immigration offenses occur in the
presence of the officer in order to make a warrantless arrest. The NewYork attorney general also
stated that police in NewYork State do not have authority to arrest for purely civil violations. The
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Ohio attorney general concluded that Ohio sheriff offices may arrest and detain someone for vio-
lation of criminal provisions of federal immigration law but not for purely civil violations, based on
an interpretation of state law defining the general powers and duties of a county sheriff. South
Carolina’s attorney general concluded that state law authorizes law enforcement officers to
enforce state criminal laws, and thus no inherent authority to enforce immigration law exists in
the state of South Carolina. (Aldana 2008, 94).

Is Immigration Enforcement a Federal or Local Responsibility?
The Local Police Perspective

While there is clearly a significant difference of opinion among this nation’s approximately
18,000 law enforcement agencies regardingwhether state and local police share responsibility for
immigration enforcement, a majority of police chiefs seem to regard immigration enforcement as
the responsibility of the federal government.

TheASU study found that 72 percent of police chiefs surveyed stated immigration enforcement
was a responsibility of the federal government (Decker et al. 2008, 175). Some policing experts
believe that strains on local policing budgets, particularly as homeland security responsibilities
have increased and as state and local budgets have shrunk, have contributed to this opposition
(Harris 2006, 7). Butmuch of the opposition is due to a shift in the policing field in the past fifteen
to twenty years towardsmore community- or problem-oriented policing, which requires the coop-
eration and participation of communities in ensuring public safety (Harris 2006, 7). While the
number of 287(g) agreements has increased in recent years, the number (sixty-three) (ICE Fact
Sheet: 287(g)) is still very small comparedwith the total number of law enforcement agencies in the
country (nearly 18,000). Most police chiefs believe that local police activity in the realm of immi-
gration enforcement wouldmake communities less safe (Harris 2006, 37).

Themajority of respondents to the conference survey felt that local law enforcement should
not even be partially responsible for enforcement of immigration laws (54 percent), whereas 24 per-
cent said they should. The remaining 22 percent neither agreed nor disagreed that local law enforce-
ment had at least partial responsibility. However, the majority (62 percent) of law enforcement
leaders believed that officers should ask for documentation of citizenship statuswhen in contactwith
thosewho break the law (including those violating traffic laws). Only 17 percent agreed they should
do so when in contact with crime witnesses, and even fewer (15 percent) when in contact with
crime victims.While 13 percent of respondents felt such decisions should be at the discretion of offi-
cers, just 7 percent said that officers should never ask for proof of citizenship (Amendola et al.
2008).

The Various Ways in Which Local Law Enforcement
and Federal Immigration Officials Collaborate

Most conversations and dialogues on the role of state and local police in immigration
enforcement during the focus groups, at the conference, and in the media have focused on ICE’s
287(g) program of deputizing local and state police to perform immigration enforcement func-
tions. However, as we learned from project participants, state and local police collaborate with
federal immigration officials in a wide range of activities. Some of these activities only inciden-
tally involve immigration enforcement, while having a principally criminal law enforcement
purpose (such as joint anti-gang task forces), while other methods of collaboration involve local
and state officials performing in the role of immigration enforcement agents (such as the 287(g)
program). Some agencies collaborate with federal immigration officials in a formal program,
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whereas others collaborate more informally and in a more ad hoc manner.
The most common forms of collaboration take place in the regular course of criminal law

enforcement. Either on a formal or informal basis, most agencies participating in the Police
Foundation project check the status of individuals arrested and detained for a criminal law
offense and inform ICEwhen they encounter noncitizens. Feedback at the conference suggests
that this form of collaboration has always existed to some extent but not in such a systematic or
formalized manner as in recent years. Participants cited political pressure as the reason behind
the trend towards formalization of the process of verification of immigration status of criminal
detainees. They also stated that this political pressure sometimes is sparked by media attention
on cases where unauthorized immigrants have committed serious crimes after being released upon
a prior arrest.

The ASU survey of police executives found that the more serious the violation of criminal
law, themore likely responding agencies were to contact ICE regarding criminal detainees in vio-
lation of immigration law (see figure 4 ). Thus, for instance, only slightly more than 20 percent
of respondent agencies check immigration status of traffic violators, whereas over 80 percent check
immigration status of those arrested for a violent crime.

Only state and local agencies that participate in the 287(g) program have direct access to DHS
immigration databases. However, non-participating state and local law enforcement officials
can contact the LESC to query its databases to check the status of an arrestee. In the El Paso
law enforcement focus group, one small police agencywith few resourcesmentioned it has on occa-
sion also called U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to run a check on an arrestee or
detainee because the agency does not have access to criminal justice databases and needs to
confirm identity. This has on occasion resulted in deportation. In addition, as described above in
the section describing the history of local law enforcement’s role in immigration, many law
enforcement officers do not make an affirmative decision to cooperate with federal immigration
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FIGURE 4. PERCENTAGE OF POLICE DEPARTMENTS THAT TYPICALLY CHECK IMMIGRATION STATUS
AND/OR CONTACT ICE WHEN ENCOUNTERING POSSIBLE UNAUTHORIZED IMMIGRANTS IN THESE SITUATIONS

Source: Immigration and Local Policing: Results from a National Survey of Law Enforcement Executives (Decker et al.
2008). Presentation prepared for Police Foundation conference, The Role of Local Police: Striking a Balance Between
Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties, Washington, DC, August 22, 2008 (see appendix G).
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efforts but end up doing so as a result of running a check on criminal detainees in the FBI’s
NCIC database.

Some law enforcement agencies, such as the Phoenix Police Department, have chosen to
embed ICE officers within the police department, rather than have the local police be responsible
for verification of immigration status and other immigration enforcement functions. At the con-
ference, Mayor Gordon of Phoenix contended that in terms of cost and effectiveness, this model
of collaboration makes more sense than turning police officers into immigration agents. Many
departments, such as the Houston Police Department, have also collaborated with ICE on inter-
agency task forces, such as the Houston Police Department’s collaboration with ICE and other
federal agencies on an anti-gang task force. The federal government has also signed on state
and local police in various joint operations, such as the Absconder Apprehension Initiative, inwhich
local police assist DHS in identifying and arresting individuals with outstanding removal orders
(Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004, 3).

DHS also collaborates with state and local law enforcement to address criminal activity
associated with border security. Some of the participants in the El Paso focus group discussed
DHS’s Border Enforcement Security Task Force initiative (BEST), whosemission is to disrupt crim-
inal organizations posing threats to border security. Operation Community Shield, an ICE anti-
transnational gang initiative, also sometimes engages local police in joint operations (ICE Fact
Sheet: Operation Community Shield).

Finally, themost intensive immigration enforcement role for state and local law enforcement
occurs as part of the ICE 287(g) program. As discussed above, this section authorizes DHS to enter
into formal agreements with state and local law enforcement agencies to deputize local and
state officers to perform immigration law enforcement functions, under the supervision of sworn
ICE officers. Each agency that enters the 287(g) programmust sign amemorandum of agreement
(MOA) that defines the scope and limitations of the authority designated to the local or state
officers. These agreements also must articulate a supervisory and monitoring structure for the
program. Section 287(g) also requires that state and local officers are trained in the enforce-
ment of immigration laws (ICE Fact Sheet: 287(g)).

Not until after September 11, 2001, did any state or local agency sign a 287(g) agreement with
the federal government. In 2002, the Florida State Police became the first 287(g) partner (Capps
2008, 156) (see appendix F). Florida described the intent behind the agreement as to “address the
counter-terrorism and domestic security needs of the nation and the state of Florida by enhanc-
ing those efforts through the authorization of selected state and local law enforcement officers
… to perform certain functions of an immigration officer.” In 2003, the FloridaMOA eliminated
the emphasis on counterterrorism in favor of greater emphasis on general domestic security
(Appleseed 2008, 23).

In 2003, the state of Alabama followed Florida, and then there were a half dozen more
agreements signed in 2005 and 2006 in Arizona, California, and North Carolina. The number of
local and state agencies joining the 287(g) program started to increase more rapidly in 2007
when twenty-six law enforcement agencies signedMOAs, and during the first seven months of
2008when twenty-eightmore agencies entered agreementswith ICE (Capps 2008, 156). Currently,
there are sixty-three local and state law enforcement agencies participating in the 287(g) program.
The program has identified more than 70,000 people suspected of violating immigration law
and trained more than 840 officers (ICE Fact Sheet: 287(g)).

Geographically, agencies that have chosen to join the 287(g) program seem to be dispro-
portionately located in regions with large immigrant populations or are emerging gateways that
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have recently begun seeing large influxes of immigrants. Forty-one out of sixty-two programs (as
of August 2008) were located in the twenty-two new immigrant destination states (see figure 5).

These new growth states tend to also have large unauthorized immigrant populations, high
numbers of Latin American immigrants, and fewer citizens. In August 2008, thirty-seven of the
287(g) participating agencies were located in the Southeastern part of the United States, eight-
een in the Southwest, five in the Northeast, and two in the Midwest (Capps 2008, 160).

The 287(g) program has two categories of agreements or classes of trained officers, Jail
Enforcement Officers (JEO) and Task Force Officers (TFO). JEOs are trained solely to verify
legal status of detainees in local jails, whereas TFOs can verify legal status of persons encountered
in their regular policing duties and can participate with ICE in joint enforcement operations. As
of August 2008, there were twenty-three law enforcement agencies with Task Force agreements,
twenty-seven with Jail Enforcement agreements, and twelve with joint Task Force/Jail Enforce-
ment agreements (Capps 2008, 159).

Conference presenter Raquel Aldana, a University of Nevada Professor of Law, reviewed
thirty-four of fifty-five 287(g) agreements. Aldana found that the agreements varied in nature and
scope. Some granted a broad range of powers to local officers, while others weremore restrictive
(see appendix C for descriptions of these powers) (Aldana 2008, 95).

Forty-six percent of respondents to the ASU survey reported that their local government had
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FIGURE 5. 1990-2000 IMMIGRATION GROWTH PATTERNS AND LOCATION OF 287(G) PROGRAMS ACROSS THE STATES

Source: Local Enforcement of Immigration Laws: Evolution of the 287(g) Program and Its Potential Impacts on Local Com-
munities. Randolph Capps, The Urban Institute. Presentation prepared for Police Foundation conference, The Role of
Local Police: Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties, Washington, DC, August 21,
2008 (see appendix F).



no official policy on immigration enforcement, while 12 percent reported that their local gov-
ernment expects that the police take a proactive role in immigration enforcement. Four per-
cent of respondents reported that they had an agreement with ICE for local police officers to
investigate and arrest immigration law violators and three percent had jail-based 287(g) pro-
grams. Eight percent reported that they had ICE officers embedded within one or more units of
the police department. Only 4 percent of chiefs reported that their local governments have
openly declared themselves as “sanctuary cities” for unauthorizedmigrants who are not engaged
in criminal activities, while another 15 percent report that their cities unofficially operate under
a “don’t ask-don’t tell” policy (Decker et al. 2008).

State and Local Law Enforcement of Immigration Law: Benefits and Costs
During the conference and the focus groups, there was a healthy level of debate over the role

of local law enforcement in enforcing federal immigration law. Law enforcement participants, com-
munity members, elected officials, and researchers presented varying arguments on the benefits
and costs associated with immigration enforcement. The great majority of comments made dur-
ing the focus groups and at the conference opposed local law enforcement’s participation in
purely civil immigration enforcement. However, some participants in the Collier County focus
group and at the conference also articulated some of the benefits of state and local law enforce-
ment sharing responsibility with the federal government for immigration enforcement. Belowwe
describe the main arguments for and against local participation in federal immigration enforce-
ment that were raised during project activities.

Benefits
1. Reduce Jail Population and Save Detention Costs

Sheriff Don Hunter of Collier County, Florida, stated that
Collier County decided to participate in the 287(g) program as
part of their overall strategy to reduce jail crowding. The sher-
iff ’s office had conducted a study of its jail population and
found that 25 percent were removable aliens. Twenty-seven
officers from the sheriff’s office were trained to identify, arrest,
and detain immigration law violators. As a result, Sheriff
Hunter argued, the jail population had dropped 14 percent
between July 2007 and July 2008 (the program did not begin
until October 2007) (see appendix K). It is not clear if there
were other factors contributing to the decline in jail population.

2. Deterrent to Unauthorized Immigration

One argument mentioned during the focus groups in favor of local participation in federal
immigration efforts, in particular the 287(g) program, is that communities where agencies par-
ticipate in the program receive a lot of media attention as places where unauthorized immigra-
tion is not tolerated. This reputation, they argue, could serve as a deterrent to unauthorized
immigrants settling in the area and/or could lead to unauthorized immigrants moving out of
these regions. But as one Collier County focus group participant pointed out, this deterrent
effect would merely displace unauthorized immigrants from a pro-enforcement community to
one in which the police and local government do not engage in immigration enforcement. For this
reason, the participant argued, there is a need for a nationally consistent policy or approach.

Another project participant, who favored local participation in immigration enforcement,
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stated that the size of the undocumented population in the United States is simply too large for
federal law enforcement agencies to manage; therefore, without the assistance of state and local
police, the federal government will never be able to solve its undocumented immigration prob-
lem. One law enforcement conference participant challenged this argument, stating, “If you
have people who are undocumented but are good, law-abiding, contributing citizens, I’m not
sure all the negative impacts of this issue areworth removing a law-abiding person. There are other
ways to work with federal agents than to use 287(g) to arrest otherwise good citizens.”

3. Criminal Enforcement Tool

Proponents of local police participation in immigration enforcement, such as some of the
Collier County focus group participants, argue that immigration enforcement, and in particular
the 287(g) program, could serve as a criminal enforcement tool. A Collier County participant
argued that when sophisticated criminals successfully evade criminal prosecution, an agency
could use immigration enforcement as a tool to rid that community of the individual if he or
she is unauthorized to be present in the United States. James Pendergraph, executive director of
ICE’s Office of State and Local Coordination, also asserted that deportation of a person who
has previously committed a crime would reduce overall crime rates. Conference survey partic-
ipants were also asked to describe the advantages and disadvantages of local participation in
immigration enforcement; merely nine stated that it would help fight crime (Amendola et al.
2008).

4. Counterterrorism

Proponents of increased immigration enforcement, such as Kris Kobach, former counsel to
Attorney General John Ashcroft, have argued that because several of the September 11 terrorist
attackers had overstayed their visas without significant interference from federal or local law
enforcement, the abuse of U.S. immigration laws was responsible for the deaths resulting from
those attacks (Olivas 2007, 47). Others have criticized this argument, stating that the real failure,
as pointed out by the bipartisan 9/11 Commission, was the failure of the federal government’s var-
ious intelligence offices to collaborate and to take seriously radical Islamic movements follow-
ing the earlier bombing of theWorld Trade Center in New York (Olivas 2007, 50).
These proponents argue that increased local immigration enforcement may identify individ-

uals suspected of engaging in terrorist activities. For instance, in the course of routine policing,
police may encounter an immigrant with an individual warrant in the NCIC database, and who
may have plans at some point to engage in terrorist activities. However, as stated by Kareem
Shora during his presentation at the national conference, a local department’s participation in immi-
gration enforcement efforts may result in isolating communities, making them less willing to
provide intelligence to police on possible terrorist and other criminal activity (see appendix L).

5. Access to Federal Databases to Verify Identity

Some participants who favored local police immigration enforcement argued that participa-
tion in the 287(g) programhas the advantage of giving local agencies access to federal databases to
verify identity of suspects. One participant claimed that undocumented immigrants often give
false names but that through the use of federal immigration databases it might be possible to accu-
rately identify a suspect. As James Pendergraph noted, an agency has access to the various federal
immigration databases only if it is a 287(g) partner.However, a non-participating agency can always
contact the LESC if it needs additional information, and ICE is currently piloting an integration of
theNCICdatabasewith federal immigration databases so thatwhen an agency runs a check onNCIC,
it automatically searches federal immigration databases as well (Carroll 2008).
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6. Immigration Violators are Lawbreakers

A common argument heard in the media and mentioned during project conversations is
that, like criminal law violators, those individuals who have violated federal immigration law
are lawbreakers. Some participants argued that police are bound to enforce federal immigra-
tion laws just as they are violations of criminal law and cannot pick and choose which laws to
enforce. Conference participants engaged in lively discussion about whether police have dis-
cretion to choose which laws to enforce.While some argued police have no discretion, others dis-
agreed, maintaining that police everydaymake choices about which laws to enforce. Furthermore,
some pointed out, police officers take an oath to uphold state not federal law.

Costs

1. Reduced Trust and Cooperation in Immigrant Communities Would Undermine Public

Safety

Policing experts and project participants have expressed concern that local police involve-
ment in immigration enforcement could have a chilling effect on immigrant cooperation. Immi-
grant witnesses and victims of crime, many of whom already bring with them fear and mistrust
of police due to experiences with authorities in their home countries, would be less likely to
report crimes and cooperate as witnesses. Without this cooperation, law enforcement will have
difficulty apprehending and successfully prosecuting criminals, thereby reducing overall public
safety for the larger community. Immigrants need assurances that they will not be subject to
deportation proceedings if they cooperate with police.
To demonstrate the fragility of the relationship between the police and immigrants, one mid-

western police chief recounted an incident where an unauthorized immigrant was a witness to
a crime and agreed to testify in a criminal case. The witness’s name appeared on a witness list in
preparation for the trial. As the court began to vet the background of this witness, defense attor-
neys revealed that hewas an undocumented alien. A few days after thewitness testified in the court
case, ICE arrested him and initiated deportation proceedings. Word of this incident rapidly
spread throughout the immigrant community and, as a result, the police have had difficulty
securing the cooperation of other immigrant witnesses. Even residents who were victimized
and exploited feared approaching the police because trust between the immigrant community and
the police had been destroyed.

El Paso focus group participants and Mayor John Cook in his conference presentation also
reported a similar experience. Years earlier, the El Paso Police Department had a practice of con-
ducting joint patrol operations with CBP in El Paso City. They later discontinued this practice
because the joint operations had a chilling effect on immigrant communities. In particular, in the
context of domestic violence, they found a troubling decrease in reports.
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The Police Foundation has done
much of the research that led to a new
view of policing—one emphasizing a com-
munity orientation—that is widely
embraced today, and has played a princi-
pal role in the development of community
policing research, training, and technical
assistance. Over the past fifteen to twenty
years, community policing and problem-
solving policing initiatives—a philosophy
of policing that requires significant col-

laboration and cooperation with community members—have become increasingly common-
place in the policing profession (Harris 2006, 7). Community policing is an approach to policing
where police officers engage communities in a working partnership to reduce crime and pro-
mote public safety. It thus requires police to interact with neighborhood residents in a manner
that will build trust and improve the level of cooperation with the police department (Moore 1992,
123). Proponents of community policing have expressed concern that policies and practices
that sanction police officers to act as immigration agents will undo the successes they have
gained over years of developing police relations with immigrant communities (Appleseed 2008,
8). As pressure for local police to proactively get involved with immigration enforcement
increases, the public safety gains achieved through the community-policing movement are
placed in jeopardy, particularly in communities and cities with significant immigrant popula-
tions.

The majority of respondents to the conference survey indicated that aggressive enforce-
ment of immigration lawwould have a negative impact on community relationships by decreas-
ing (1) community trust of the police (74 percent), (2) trust between community residents (70
percent), and (3) reporting of both crime victimization (85 percent) and criminal activity (83 per-
cent). Adding to those concerns are beliefs that aggressive enforcement of immigration lawswould
weaken (1) public trust initiatives (77 percent), (2) community-policing efforts (77 percent),
(3) youth outreach (74 percent), (4) intelligence/information gathering (63 percent), (5) crim-
inal investigations (67 percent), and (6) even recruitment (31 percent), thereby impacting oper-
ations significantly (Amendola et al. 2008).

Project participants expressed concerns that the loss of trust and cooperation would not
be limited to undocumented immigrants. Eighty-five percent of immigrant families are mixed-
status families, families with a combination of citizens, undocumented immigrants, and docu-
mented immigrants (Morawetz and Das 2008, 73). The loss of cooperation resulting from local
police involvement in immigration enforcement would extend to authorized immigrants living
in mixed-status households who fear contact with police would lead to deportation of family
members and other loved ones (Harris 2006, 39). A recent Pew Hispanic Center survey found
that the majority of Latinos in the United States worry about deportation of themselves, a fam-
ily member, or a close relative (Lopez and Minushkin 2008, ii).
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2. Increased Victimization and Exploitation of Undocumented Immigrants

Many law enforcement participants also emphasized their duty as police executives to
ensure public safety for all community members, regardless of legal status, and expressed their
concerns that criminal predators take advantage of undocumented immigrants’ fear and ten-
dency not to report crimes. As one northeastern city police chief stated:

They [undocumented immigrants] refer to themselves as walking ATMs because
everybody knows that they don’t have documentation enough to get bank accounts,
checking accounts, and those kinds of things, and that their savings andwhatever
they have is on their person, not anywhere else. First of all, they live in an apartment
with eight other people, so you can’t leave it behind. They carry it with them and
the people who seek to victimize them take advantage of that.

Fifty-three percent of respondents to the ASU survey stated that undocumented immi-
grants aremore likely to be victims of theft or robbery (Decker et al. 2008). Similarly, respondents
to the conference survey were asked whether undocumented immigrants were likely or unlikely
to be crime perpetrators and crime victims. As figure 6 shows, respondents believed that undoc-
umented immigrants were more likely to be crime victims (81 percent) than crime perpetrators
(39 percent) (Amendola et al. 2008).

Anypolice actions that result in exacerbating fear of police in immigrant communities could lead
to increased victimization and exploita-
tion of immigrants as perpetrators of
crime take advantage of heightened
immigrant fear to target them for crim-
inal activity. At least one El Paso focus
group participant believed that more
enforcement would specifically lead to
more human trafficking, as smugglers
or traffickers are more able to use the
threat of deportation to coerce undocu-
mented immigrants into situations of
forced labor. Several participants also
believed therewould be an aggravation
of employer abuse and exploitation of
undocumented immigrants.

Participants’ perceptions of im-
migrant victimization were confirmed
by research conducted in Memphis,
Tennessee, on victimization of undoc-
umented immigrants and their inter-
actionwithpolice.The study found that
undocumented workers experienced high rates of victimization, yet they were unlikely to report
the crimes to lawenforcement officials. The study also foundperceiveddeportation risk to be a fac-
tor driving both undocumentedworkers’ particular risk of victimization and their reluctance to re-
port crimes.Memphis is a city that reports interactionswithundocumentedvictims andperpetrators
to immigration officials (Bucher, Tarasawa, andManasse 2007).
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Source: Law Enforcement Executive Views: Results from the Con-
ference Survey (Amendola et al. 2008) (see appendix H).



3. Police Misconduct

For similar reasons that immigration enforcement by local police could lead to increased vic-
timization and exploitation of undocumented immigrants (fear of police and deportation), some
participants expressed concern that it could lead to an increase in police misconduct. As one
El Paso focus group law enforcement executive stated, “I might have issues out in the field with
officers who are doing things they’re not supposed to be doing, but people are afraid to tell us, sim-
ply because they’re afraid.” At the conference, Professor Raquel Aldana also argued that the
extremely limited application of the exclusionary remedy in immigration court proceedings
creates an additional risk of abuses of power not subject to judicial review and oversight (Aldana
2008, 99). In another project that brought together police officials from the New York/New
Jerseymetropolitan area, one police official working in a jurisdiction that in the past collaborated
with federal immigration officials confirmed that his agency’s prior involvement in immigra-
tion enforcement had indeed led to corruption and extortion (King 2006, 25).

4. Large Financial Costs of Immigration Enforcement Divert Resources from Traditional

Law Enforcement Activities

In recent years, police departments throughout the country have experienced budget cuts
because of the diversion of federal funds from traditional law enforcement funding streams, such as
theOffice ofCommunityOrientedPolice Services (COPS) andBureauof JusticeAssistance (BJA)Byrne
grants, to homeland security programs,while simultaneously theirworkloadshave increased as a result
of current homeland security and counterterrorism responsibilities (Harris 2006, 12). In addition to
having to take on additional counterterrorism responsibilities, local law enforcement has tomake up
for reductions in federal law enforcementmanpower thatwas previously devoted to federal crimi-
nal enforcement, such as drug trafficking andbank robbery (MCC2006, 6). In this fiscal environment,
local law enforcement simply does not have the resources to add immigration enforcement respon-
sibilities (MCC2006, 10). As one participant stated, “Law enforcement is struggling just to keep up
with the things [we] need to do every day. So taking on an additional responsibility is probably
impossible.”

Federal immigration enforcement agen-
cies contend they do not have adequate
resources to accomplish their immigration
enforcement mandate. Local agencies have
even fewer resources given all their compet-
ing demands (MCC 2006, 6). Moreover, focus
group participants warned that were the fed-
eral government to change its current prac-
tice and begin funding local agencies to
collaborate in immigration enforcement, those
resources should not come at the expense of
traditional crime fighting resources, such as
what little is left in the COPS and BJA Byrne
grant funding streams.

Indeed, respondents to the conference
survey ranked resources as their highest
agency concern, followed by staffing. Immi-
gration ranked merely seven after the con-
cerns listed above (see table 1) (Amendola et

26 | THE ROLE OF LOCAL POLICE: Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties26 | THE ROLE OF LOCAL POLICE: Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties

In general, what do you consider to be the most critical issues fac-
ing you and your agency? Please list them in priority order, from
highest to lowest.

1. Resources
2. Staffing
3. Violent Crime
4. Gangs
5. Community Relations; Drugs (tie)
6. Property Crime
7. Immigration Issues

Rankings were based on a weighted scoring system. Those ranked
first were given a score of 5, second scored 4, third scored 3, and so
forth.

Source: Law Enforcement Executive Views: Results from
the Conference Survey (Amendola et al. 2008) (see appen-
dixH).

TABLE 1. HIGHEST RANKED AGENCY CONCERNS



al. 2008). One of the biggest concerns discussed in policing today—as confirmed by the choice of
staffing as the second most urgent agency concern—is the challenge of police officer recruit-
ment (Raymond, Hickman, Miller, andWong 2005). Therefore, even if the federal government
provided financial resources for local immigration enforcement, many police agencies would
have difficulty hiring quality police recruits to meet the additional workload demands of enforc-
ing immigration law.

Because of the resource issues above, opponents of local law enforcement participation in
federal immigration enforcement contend that there could be a diversion of police resources
away from criminal investigations to immigration enforcement (Seghetti, Viña, and Ester 2004,
25). Financial costs listed by conference and focus group participants included the patrol resources
and overtime costs resultant from arresting and processing immigration detainees, costs of pro-
viding temporary detention space, transportation costs, and potential medical costs incurred
during detention. This diversion of resources, participants argued, could have a negative public
safety impact. Mayor Gordon gave the example of the immigration enforcement initiatives of
theMaricopa County Sheriff’s Office being responsible for its failure to investigate at least thirty
violent crimes, including a dozen sexual assaults, in the past year in a small city of 32,000 peo-
ple. “He [sheriff ofMaricopa County] allows sexual assaults, homicides, and other serious crimes
to go unsolved, by arresting victims andwitnesses and sending them to jail for violating immigration
statutes. That’s a direction that makes our community less safe.”

5. Complexity of Federal Immigration Law and Difficulty in Verifying Immigration Status

One of the arguments articulated against local participation in federal immigration enforce-
ment is that federal immigration law is very complicated, technical, and constantly changing.
Indeed, it has often been compared to the tax code in complexity (Harris 2006, 36). A conference
participant who supports local enforcement of immigration law argued that police are used to
enforcing all types of laws and that immigration would be no different. However, IACP has
stated that immigration enforcement would require specialized knowledge of “suspect’s status
and visa history and the complex civil and criminal aspects of the federal immigration law and
their administration. This is different from identifying someone suspected of the type of crim-
inal behavior that local officers are trained to detect” (IACP 2004, 4). MCCA has also said that
immigration law is very complicated and nothing like criminal violations, such as murder,
assaults, narcotics, robberies, burglaries, and so forth (MCC 2006, 7). If police departments
employ insufficiently trained officers to perform federal immigration enforcement duties, they
may also risk exposing themselves to substantial civil liability (Venbrux 2006, 330).

At the conference,NancyMorawetz,NewYorkUniversity Professor of Clinical Law, presented
a paper that describes in detail someof the complexities of immigration lawenforcement and reveals
the challenges to local police participation in immigration enforcement activities (see appendix B).
ProfessorMorawetz begins by challenging the assumption that the immigration status of an individual
is easy to identify. Firstly, shepoints out that approximately 70percent of the foreignborn in theUnited
States are legal permanent residents or citizens. Of the remaining 30 percent, substantial numbers
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have some formof lawful status or are in the process
of obtaining lawful status. About 300,000 of these
immigrants have temporary protected status (TPS),
which allows them to live and work in the United
States; and 617,000 are in the process of applying for
legal permanent residency and have official permis-
sion to work. Every year, approximately onemillion
people receive legal permanent resident status. In
addition, there aremillions of people each yearwho
arepresent in theUnitedStateswith a lawful business,
visitor, or student visa. The challenge this creates for
police engaging in immigration enforcement is that
there are no distinguishable factors that allowpolice
to distinguish between the authorized and unautho-
rized immigrant population.

Furthermore, ProfessorMorawetz notes that
police will have difficulty verifying immigration
status because many people do not have the nec-
essary documentation to prove their lawful status,
in part because immigration documents were not
designed to function as identity documents. Thirteenmillion U.S. citizens lack papers proving they
are citizens, permanent residency card (“green card”) renewals are frequently delayed, and there
is no national database of citizens and the status of other people.

BothProfessorsMorawetz andAldana also observed that federal immigrationdatabases arenoto-
riously inaccurate; thus, police reliance on these databases will most likely lead to error. The DHS
InspectorGeneral estimates that the immigration records relieduponby ICE’s fugitive teams are inac-
curate in up to 50 percent of cases (Morawetz andDas 2008, 82). DHS also commissioned a study of
Social Security Administration (SSA) databases and found that theywere able to verify employment
eligibility in less than 50 percent ofwork-authorized noncitizens (Aldana 2008, 101). The SSA itself
has estimated that 17.8million of its records contain errors with respect to name, date of birth, and
citizenship status; and that 4.8 million of 46.5 million noncitizen records in its database contain
errors (Aldana 2008, 101). Amismatchbetweenemployee recordswhenchecked against the SSAdata-
bases can turn into an immigration administrativewarrant (Aldana 2008, 101). Immigrationwarrants
and information contained in the NCIC database have also proven to be inaccurate. A study by the
Migration Policy Institute of calls to the LESC showed that 42 percent of all police inquiries to the
LESCwere false positives that DHSwas unable to confirm (Gladstein et al. 2005, 3).

6. Racial Profiling and Other Civil Litigation Costs

Because local law enforcement agencies lack sufficient and ongoing training in federal
immigration law, are prohibited from racial profiling, lack clear authority to enforce civil immi-
gration laws, and are limited by state law onmakingwarrantless arrests, those police agencies that
get involved in civil immigration law enforcement risk being subject to civil litigation (MCC
2006, 8). Prohibitions on racial profiling and state laws limiting the scope of police authority
exist to protect community members from being victim to police error or abuse. Were these
laws to be violated in the context of immigration enforcement, and given the complexity of fed-
eral immigration law, it is likely that citizens and immigrants with lawful status would be arrested
and detained. These errors are then likely to result in litigation.
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Indeed, there have been several lawsuits where citizens or legal permanent residents have
been arrested, detained, and in some cases deported. For instance, Pedro Guzman, a cognitively-
impaired U.S. citizen who had been arrested and detained in a Los Angeles County jail for mis-
demeanor charges, has sued the sheriff of Los Angeles County who erroneously identified Mr.
Guzman as an unauthorized immigrant and turned him over to federal immigration officials
who later deported him toMexico. It tookmonths forMr. Guzman’s family to locate him after he
was deported to Mexico (Morawetz and Das 2008, 78).

The likelihood of error in the context of immigration enforcement is higher for poor and
minority communities. A recent study showed that citizens with incomes under twenty-five
thousand dollars are twice as likely to lack citizenship documents as those earning more than
twenty-five thousand dollars. Twenty-five percent of African Americans lack any form of gov-
ernment-issued photo identification. As many as thirty-two million American women do not
have citizenship documents reflecting their current name. And, as stated above, there is no
national database of citizens to verify status (Morawetz and Das 2008, 77).

Even well-intentioned police officers risk racial profiling and resultant lawsuits in the
course of enforcing immigration laws. As stated above, there are no discernible indicators of
immigration status; thus, it is difficult for police officers to observe behavior that indicates immi-
gration status as they would be able to observe criminal activity. As a result, police officers may
use ethnic or racial characteristics as a basis for stopping and questioning, and possibly detain-
ing, people from certain racial and ethnic groups (Chishti 2002, 374). The practice of using race
or ethnic characteristics to determine whether to investigate immigration status also wastes
valuable law enforcement resources. The number of erroneous stops or detentions resulting
from false positives will be particularly high in regions with highHispanic and Asian populations
(Harris 2006, 51). Furthermore, many communities of color already have strained relations with
police, which will be further exacerbated as they feel targeted by immigration enforcement
efforts (Appleseed 2008, 10). A recent survey of Hispanic residents in the United States found that
nearly one out of tenHispanic adults (native-born 8 percent and immigrants 10 percent) have been
stopped and questioned about their immigration status in the past year (Lopez andMinushkin
2008, i). Thus, it seems the trend towards greater participation by local law enforcement in fed-
eral immigration enforcement has already begun to impact the Hispanic community.

Professor Morawetz emphasized during her conference presentation that 287(g) agree-
ments contain language clarifying that officers are bound by federal civil rights statutes and reg-
ulations and specifically prohibit the practice of racial profiling. The 287(g) agreements are also
narrowed to authorize behavior only to the extent that it is consistent with state and local law
(Morawetz and Das 2008, 76). Some state and local law enforcement officials participating in the
project were under the impression that the federal government would assume liability under
the Federal Tort Claims Act (FTCA) . However, because 287(g) limits police behavior as described
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above, local agencies will not be protected or covered by the agreement where they have violated
federal civil rights statutes, state or local law, or engaged in racial profiling in the course of
immigration enforcement (Morawetz and Das 2008, 76).

Several major lawsuits have already been filed alleging racial profiling by police depart-
ments engaging in immigration enforcement. For instance, residents, alleging racial profiling
among other violations, sued the Chandler, Arizona, Police Department as a result of a joint oper-
ation with CBP. Complainants alleged that police officers were stopping and questioning dark-
skinned, Spanish-speaking residents (who appeared “Mexican”) and requesting proof of citizenship
(Venbrux 2006, 327-328). In addition to costing the city money as a result of the lawsuits, the
police department created deep distrust in the Latino community, harming its ability to effectively
police the city.

Sheriff Joe Arpaio of theMaricopa County, Arizona, Sheriff’s Office (an ICE 287(g) partner)
has faced several lawsuits, the allegations of which include racial profiling (Aldana 2008, 105).
Mayor Gordon commented during his conference remarks that the sheriff, himself, says he can
identify an unauthorized immigrant “by the way they dress andwhere they are coming from.” As
Mayor Gordon stated, that is “the very definition of racial profiling.” Mayor Gordon further
explained that sheriff ’s deputies are stopping citizens in Maricopa County because they are
brown and detaining them, even when they have documentation proving their legal status. Even
amember ofMayor Gordon’s staff and her husband, who are third-generation Latino citizens, were
stopped and asked for their social security cards by Maricopa sheriff deputies.

7. Immigrants Will Fear Accessing Other Municipal Services

The increased fear of deportation resulting from local law enforcement participation in
immigration enforcement will not only impact police-community relations with immigrant com-
munities but might also lead to fear among immigrant communities of accessing other state and
local government services. Several focus group participants whoworked for city agencies discussed
the difficulty they already have encouraging immigrants to access municipal services. In a paper
presented at the conference, Professor Roberto Gonzales of the University ofWashington discusses
the impact of immigration enforcement efforts on schools, including increased absences and
students distracted by their anxiety over deportation (Gonzales 2008, 142) (see appendix E).

Striking a Balance Between Immigration Enforcement and Civil Liberties:
Recommendations

The goal of the Police Foundation project was to begin a dialogue among police executives
and professionals, scholars, public policy and community groups over the role of local law
enforcement in federal immigration law enforcement, in order to improve law enforcement’s
understanding of the issue and to begin to develop some consensus on how to strike the bal-
ance between the competing federal need of immigration enforcement with local public safety
priorities and civil liberties. As stated earlier in the About the Project section, the foundation con-
ducted a series of focus groups throughout the country with police executives, local govern-
ment officials, and community members; convened a national conference of leaders in the
policing, public policy, academic, and immigrant communities; commissioned academic papers
on pertinent topics; and conducted a written survey of police executives. Throughout this
process, there was a healthy level of dialogue and disagreement about specific questions and
issues. However, it also became clear that certain recommendations and policy positions were
widely held among the group. In this section of the report, we describe some of these positions
and recommendations.
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The Costs of the 287(g) Program Outweigh the Benefits
As outlined earlier, the majority of police executives participating in the project did not see

the benefits to local agencies of participating in the 287(g) program.They felt that the 287(g) program
created substantial additional work for local agencies to fulfill a federal mandate for which they
would not receive any compensation or funding and, therefore, would divert resources from tradi-
tional law enforcement functions. Because of the complexity of immigration law, theywould have to
invest significant labor hours and resources to provide and update training on developments in
immigration law. They also were concerned that public safety would suffer because of destroyed
trust and cooperationwith immigrant communities. Participation in the 287(g) program, or at least
themedia coverage and fear generated by it, would undermine years of community-policing efforts,
which in turnwould compromise public safety. Finally, police leaderswere concerned about racial
profiling and litigation costs: if state and local law enforcement officers engage in racial profiling, vio-
late federal civil rights laws, or violate state and local law defining the scope of police authority,
287(g) agreements will not protect them from liability.

Police Officers Should be Prohibited from Arresting and Detaining Persons to Solely Investi-
gate Immigration Status in the Absence of Probable Cause of an Independent Crime

Almost all project participants agreed that, at the very least, local law enforcement agencies
should not be patrolling for immigration violators and that immigration enforcement activity
should be limited to contacts incidental to a lawful arrest for a state criminal law violation. Even
under the best of circumstances, many participants expressed the concern that the use of racial
profiling is almost inevitable where local police patrol for immigration violations. One police
chief fromArizona stated that inmany parts of the country, particularly Arizona, race is being used
as a predictor of criminal behavior, which violates the equal protection clause of the Constitution.
He explained that citizens and legal residents are being targeted by local immigration enforce-
ment efforts because of the color of their skin.Many participants contended that there are no objec-
tive, visibly discernible factors indicating immigration status. “You cannot see immigration
status,” one participant stated. Therefore, Chief Harold Hurtt of Houston contended that were
local law enforcement to begin engaging in civil immigration enforcement activities, they would
have to ask everyone they stop for proof of citizenship. For example, he stated, the Caucasian wife
of a member of the chamber of commerce is pulled over for a traffic violation and is without
proof of citizenship. The police officer would have to ask her about her citizenship status and, in
the absence of such proof, arrest and detain her. “Imagine,” Chief Hurtt said, “the community out-
rage you would get then.”
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If a Local Agency Enters the 287(g) Program, it
Should Limit Participation to Serious Criminal Of-
fenders and Jail-Based Programs

Many participants believed that if state and local
law enforcement agencies were to enter a 287(g) agree-
ment with the federal government, it should be limited
to jail-based programs and that the delegated immi-
gration enforcement powers should be selectively
used to target serious felony offenders. One former
INS official mentioned that, in response to political
pressure to deport more unauthorized immigrants
and the lack of available federal resources to do so,
federal immigration officials designed the 287(g) pro-

gram initially with the intent to focus on jails and prisons.

Implement Policies and Procedures for Monitoring and Enforcing Racial Profiling Violations
Because of grave concerns about racial profiling, in particular in jurisdictions operating

287(g) programs in the patrol context (versus solely in the jail), it is important that both local agen-
cies themselves and the federal government implement policies and procedures for monitor-
ing and enforcing civil rights violations.While 287(g) agreements contain provisions prohibiting
racial profiling, comments at the conference seem to suggest that the federal government has not
been effectively policing compliance with these provisions of the 287(g) agreements. Indeed,
Mayor Gordon of Phoenix stated that he had written a complaint letter to the U.S. Department
of Justice’s Civil Rights Division arguing that the Maricopa County Sheriff ’s Office has been
using racially-biased enforcement practices, but themayor stated that the federal government had
not yet taken any steps towards investigating the allegations. Participants recommended that
agencies engaging in immigration enforcement activities need to put into place their own racial
profiling and civil rights violation self-monitoring policies and practices to prevent potential
abuses of immigrant rights.

Involve Community Members in Developing Immigration Policies
Local law enforcement agencies depend on the trust and cooperation of immigrant com-

munities to effectively police these communities. In order to preserve this trust that they built over
the years by aggressively engaging in community-oriented policing trust-building activities,
state and local law enforcement agencies should open lines of communication with immigrant
communities to establish collaborative partnerships for public safety and crime control pur-
poses and to obtain input from the immigrant community on the impact of police department poli-
cies. Police departments should regularly meet with representatives of immigrant communities
to educate them about their immigration policies, obtain their perspectives on immigration
enforcement and other issues involving immigrant communities, and to monitor impact of their
efforts. As a result of efforts by the Houston Police Department to educate the immigrant com-
munity on the content and purpose of department policies and the rationale necessitating
changes, a more aggressive posture in the enforcement of immigration laws adopted by the
department had no discernible negative effects on police-community relations.
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Evaluation Research Should be Conducted of the 287(g) Program and Other Local Immigra-
tion Enforcement Initiatives

Several participants suggested that there was very little research and empirical evidence of
the costs and benefits of the different forms of local law enforcement collaboration in federal immi-
gration enforcement efforts. As a result, we are asked to rely on subjective perspectives of law
enforcement executives and politicians who may be influenced by a need to support their own
policies. There is a great need for evaluation research of these programs, their outcomes, and their
impact. Some research questions suggested by program participants included (1) who conducts
the immigration status inquiry, (2) who is being arrested and detained, (3) who is being questioned
but released, (4) is there any racially disparate impact, (5) how often is error occurring, (6) how
often do civil rights violations occur, (7) what happens to those agencies that violate 287(g)
agreements, and (8) howmany people are being jailed and deported because of these efforts.

Employ Community-Policing and Problem-Solving Tactics to Improve Police-Community Rela-
tions with Immigrant Communities and Resolve Tension Caused by Expanding Immigration

Whether or not a local agency is involved in immigration enforcement, it is important that
it make efforts to build trust with immigrant communities and ease tensions between different
communities. Rapidly changing demographics, tougher enforcement of immigration laws, and
stricter limitations on the privileges and benefits authorized by the government for undocu-
mented immigrants have created an environment in which increased tension between commu-
nities and police exist. In this environment, police-community relations will be impacted
regardless of what local policy is. Several participants provided some good examples of strategies
that not only improved police-community relations but also diffused local tensions over immi-
gration.

For instance, one northeastern city police executive reported that they were experiencing
tensions between communities over concerns attributed to increased immigration. The police
department, in response, organized dialogues in various neighborhoods, including representa-
tives of new immigrant communities and established communities. In these dialogues, using
problem solving policing techniques, the police department facilitated discussions that led com-
munities and police to jointly work out resolutions to neighborhood problems. In other words,
they focused the energy of the group on specific behavioral issues and jointly problem-solved. Over-
time, the police executive stated, “We’re not yelling. They’re not yelling anymore. They know each
other’s names now. They know the children. They know the teenagers. And we’re working at it.
And it’s not solved. And it probably never will get solved because they’re opposing cultures.
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We’re like a mediator. But it’s not a crime problem. It’s a community problem and that’s how
we’re dealing with it.”

Another police chief from an east coast beach city gave a similar example. They were hav-
ing trouble with complaints about migrant workers coming to town during weekends, when
they get a very large Hispanic population at the beach. These migrants sometimes would hang
up hammocks underneath the pier and they would drink and bring their own food, at times cre-
ating a trash problem. For years, the police department had received complaints from the busi-
ness community but since there was no real crime problem, there was little they could do. A
few years ago, the department put up signs in Spanish explaining that drinking in public was
illegal and could lead to arrest, placed garbage bins along the beach, and added showers to the
beach. As a result, the chief explained, “Nowwe don’t have the same complaints we had before.
We used problem solving to help overcome some of the complaints that citizens were having.”

Most of the conference participating agencies engaged in some form of outreach to immi-
grant communities. Respondents to the conference survey were asked to describe the strate-
gies they have developed or would develop to engage the immigrant community. The most
frequently cited strategies in the forty-five received responses were: organizing and/or attend-
ing community meetings, events, and forums (n=19), establishing community outreach programs
or using community liaisons (n=17), attempting to educate the community through themedia and
bilingual pamphlets (n=13), or creating specialized department positions or programs to focus on
the immigrant community (n=13) (Amendola et al. 2008).

The Federal Government Must Enact Comprehensive Border Security and Immigration Reforms
One of the most universal recommendations made during the project was for police organ-

izations to urge Congress and the federal government tomake a real commitment to comprehensive
border security and immigration reform. Participants expressed their frustration with Con-
gress’s inability to comprehensively reform the immigration system. They explained that Con-
gress’s failure has had severe consequences on cities and towns throughout the country that
struggle to deal with the fiscal and administrative challenges of integrating immigrant commu-
nities andmust figure out how tomanage the racial and ethnic tension generated by the presence
of an increasingly large population of immigrants.

Mayor Gordon, for instance, stated:

I am calling upon this Congress and the next one, this president and the next one,
tomake the dual issues of border security and immigration reform their first order
of national business. I don’t believe that certain members of Congress under-
stand…the impact of their neglect…on cities. They don’t see the hate. They don’t see
the division. They don’t hear the rhetoric. They don’t see the civil rights viola-
tions. And they don’t understand the costs.

At the conference, Julie Erfle, the widow of a Phoenix police officer killed by an unautho-
rized immigrant who had previously been deported, discussed the psychological and social costs
of Congress’s failure to pass comprehensive immigration reform, not only on law enforcement and
their families but also on the undocumented and their families. She, likeMayor Gordon, suggested,
“My solution is comprehensive immigration reform….It is time to stop pandering and time to
stop talking about the issue and time to start enacting a real policy” (see appendix M).
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Conclusion
Immigration issues are some of the most con-

tentiously debated in the United States today. Increasing
levels of immigration, the dispersal of immigrants to
communities throughout the country that have no expe-
rience with immigration, and the federal government’s
failure to secure the borders and comprehensively reform
the immigration system have created tensions between
communities in regions throughout the country and the
resultant pressure on state and local law enforcement
to control unauthorized immigration. As one police chief
stated, “Once again we [police] are found to be in
between. In fact, much of the civil unrest in this country
goes back to some conflict that erupted in one of our
communities across this country, where police were at
the fulcrum.” During conversations throughout the proj-
ect, we repeatedly heard law enforcement officials dis-
cuss the pressure they are feeling to take sides in the
immigration debate.

One of the ultimate goals of the foundation projectwas to give police a voice on this critical issue.
And, indeed, during much of the national conference, participants openly and passionately dis-
cussed a range of issues relating to the role of local police in federal immigration enforcement:
from the legal rights of the unauthorized immigrant population; to empirical evidence and research
conducted on the demographic characteristics of the population, immigrant criminality, the expe-
rience of the undocumented, and the impact of immigration enforcement programs; to the diverse
perspectives of law enforcement executives and community leaders on the issue. The conversations
were always lively but respectful and they included specificity, empirical evidence, and detail often
absent in national conversations about immigration enforcement.

Ultimately, however, the conversations at the conference always came back to the core role
of local police and core principles of community policing. One police chief quoted the police
officer’s oath of office: “To support and defend the Constitution of the United States and to be faith-

ful and bear true allegiance to state laws, and to the best
of our skill and judgment diligently and faithfully without
prejudice or partiality execute the office of the police offi-
cer.” As this chief andmany other law enforcement exec-
utives stated, police have a duty to uphold state and local
laws but must do so while respecting and protecting the
Constitution. This includes the equal protection clause,
which prohibits racially discriminatory enforcement prac-
tices. In fact, great concern was expressed throughout
the conference about the impact on the Latino community,
in particular, and the risks of racial profiling where local
law enforcement becomes involved in immigration
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enforcement. Moreover, the participants generally agreed that their duty as a police executive is
to provide public safety to all residents in their community, whether documented or undocumented.
One police chief stated, “We need to draw the line and stand for justice and civil liberties. This
has to be done by the police because others will not do it. It goes back to our oath of office to uphold
the Constitution and justice.”

Many police executives, particularly those working in communities with significant immi-
grant populations, also expressed concern that police participation in immigration enforcement
efforts has threatened to undo years of com-
munity oriented policing efforts to build trust
with immigrant communities. Police partici-
pants discussed the difficulties they have gain-
ing the trust and cooperation of immigrant
communities because of fears of deportation
and imported distrust and perceptions of police
from their home country. Participants felt that
they needed the support of these communities
in order to effectively provide public safety. As
one police chief asked, “How do you police a
community that will not talk to you?” For this
reason, one of the core recommendations dis-
cussed in this report is that law enforcement
agencies engage communities in the process
of developing immigration policies and edu-
cate them about agency policy and practices.
By inviting communities to participate in the
process of generating policies, agencies can
make great headway towards striking a bal-
ance between immigration concerns, civil lib-
erties, and maintaining public safety.
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Endnotes
1 The terms “immigrant” and “foreign-born” are used interchangeably throughout the report to describe individuals
whowere not born in theUnited States, including unauthorized immigrants, legal permanent residents, and naturalized
citizens.
2 The Bureau of Justice Assistance of the U.S. Department of Justice administers the State Criminal Alien Assistance
Program (SCAAP), in conjunction with the Bureaus of Immigration and Customs Enforcement and Citizenship and
Immigration Services, Department of Homeland Security (DHS). SCAAP provides federal payments to states and lo-
calities that incurred correctional officer salary costs for incarcerating undocumented criminal alienswith at least one
felony or two misdemeanor convictions for violations of state or local law and incarcerated for at least four consec-
utive days during the reporting period. In 1995, Congress appropriated $130,000,000 to the program, Public Law 104-
208 accessed at http://www.lib.umich.edu/govdocs/text/104208.txt. SCAAP awards totaled $377,323,723 in 2007,
$287,143,095 in 2005, $281,605,292 in 2004, $239,999,996 in 2003, and $545,090,055 in 2002. Accessed at
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/grant/scaap_site.html. Totals not posted for 2000, 2001, and 2006.
3 In 2005 alone, LESC responded to 676,502 inquiries by state and local law enforcement officials (Aldana 2008).
4 CitingGonzalez v. City of Peoria, 722 F.2d 468 (9th Cir. 1983) (Court held that local police have authority to arrest for
criminal provisions of INA but no inherent authority to arrest for civil violations.);United States v. Vasquez-Alvarez,
176 F.3d 1294 (10th Cir. 1999) (Court held state and local law enforcement officers have the general authority to in-
vestigate andmake arrests for federal immigration law. Case premised onOklahoma law allowing local officers tomake
arrests for violations of federal law.); and United States v. Santana-Garcia, 264 F.3d 1188 (10th Cir. 2001) (Court held
local law enforcement had authority to investigate andmake arrests for violations of immigration law, relying partially
on Utah statute defining scope of authority of peace officers.).
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